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addicted to til* most fl«vwat« hiuaiid^ for Um 
tak«- ot lawjew gai«. 

It i% in ft word, bjT /glemst by the mbw descrip* 
tHW of chw«pt4n tbiA JMcalc into our houses a^. 
midtHtrt'^ ^^ '°^ "* W the highway, that African» 
upAHSlsM hy British aut^ts must bow be drag-, 
S«d (r^m their mtiTc idiofcs, and carried aciow. 
the Attantic. 

f hs^t one of thf , copteqvences will be iucreiis- 
«(( soveFity of treatment, especially in resftect qS, 
th^ olose and crowded cgofinementon board, dom. 
QQt re«t npon cooj^ptuce. It is fnllji attest^ bjr 
coipftnenca. The .contrahand slaye trsMlers. g^ 
Amwrica potoriowly orowd their sbi^ beyondi, 
any example to bo fowd in ti)e saine COJPWerc^ 
ifim* it waa «)lowed by their l^vf • ; 

: SiQTerali^iocluQg instances of this inhum^nit;)^ 
ba^ve cotqe mnder the cognizanq^ of our prjs^ 
tamm. The s«ne dreadful dwtioctions ^Iso .hav« 
Qiftriced tbe cases of.slups luider Fortufv^e *qdl 
Sp^fiish colours, which b«ve b^ea proT«d> oc 
re«ppfihly pr^vmed, tob^lpug to. British, ^j; 
American smugglers. . ..j 

Thow, bow?v«» »Fe. not the only, nor the ii?Ofit, 
MiU wbicJii would flow from a cg«trabas4 ^^ 
pprt^tiop into our oglonies, Jt twuld WJatek Ca 

TttUoM. (^ (be tre^vesA of thst u^fo^^»g.t^ /iil&ih. 
tjKtttwft^our WfSf-Jn4im.^i!Vim< I. : 

. Alt it )« inpoMibl^ .s^dMJF V? br^ tb«i; 
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fetters, without danger of cdamitmis come- 
quencefl, not only to tfaeir niMfien but thenuelres* 
we m^t fttffer them to remaiB^ ibr Bont6 couider- 
Mc period, in their pretent itate of bondage. The 
most extreme and abject tlaTery that ever de- 
graded and cnrsed mankind* most yet continue 
to be the reproach of the freest and faappieat 
empire that ever the ran beheld. 

But who is there so dead to the impalse of hu- 
iniin sympathy^ who so regardless of the claims 
df jbstice and mercy, whoso unconscious of bis 
duties as an Englishman^ a Christian, luid a Mai^ 
u not to deplore that cruel necessity, and ta 
desire to gire to its dhration' the nairrowest limit 
t1bat humanity itself will Mv^ ? ' 

Here there neither is. nor ever has' been. 
any cbntreversy in Parliament since Ihe subject 
"Was first brought to its -notice': All 'have pro- 
. fessed to regard colonial slavery as an evil whidii 
We Were bound to terminate, as a reproach which 
we were cdllal on to wipe of^ though the nature 
of the case would not permit us to do so in any 
but a slowly progressive conrie. 

The advocates of a gradual abolition, and the 
few who refused even to prescribe any term to 
the slave trade, professed themselves to be al 
earnest in their desire to reform* by alt safe means, 
ind uhiraatdy to abolish the slavery of oilr co- 
lonies, as Mr. Wilberfbrce himself. Hie only 
questions were, whether an immediate aboKiion 
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of the Africto sUn trade wu the best tneao 
to that dcilrable end; and whether a temporary 
eoiitiikilfeiii^e tjf tiie trade was not even necenarjr 
ii prepare the meaiu of mitigating the labour, 
preserHiig the dumben. and ultimately improv- 
ing into fireedom the stiUe of the colonial negroes. 

The speeches of eminent statesmen, the writings 
of the colonial party, the votes and addresses of 
Fkrliament, and the official coTTespondence of 
ministers with the colonial governors, might all 
be appealed to in proof tiiat snch has ajways 
been the unanimity of sentiment on this very 
interesting bead. 

What are the means then that can b« devised 
fer the attainment oPa reformation so dear to the 
wishes, and so necessary to the hooovr, of our 
country i 

They cab only be of two general kinds; com- 
pulsory or persuasive. Regarding the end as 
one which Parliament is bound, in some way. to 
attain, it tatt/t either be accomplished by direct 
legislation, aocomtyanied with coercive sanction^ 
or by snchparliamentary measures as may incline 
those Who have the power of meliorating the lot 
of the slaves, to engage willingly in diat bmeficent 
work. 

■ TKe mod* ^f direct legislation, by Act of Par- 
fiaiitent, Would be' obviously attended with great 
dHB<Jttlfies, and wnS therefore by til parties <le- 
cKned, '6i''at least posi^aed^ It #as the imani- 
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■ous ophtion that the indirect cwui* vw tli% 
hut, ai far as Ue vrork W4» to>b« prOllCUtrt l^ 
any parliamentary tanms. Bat 9nft «Kb«4<aHliak 
qaestion, the diffeveiKW of opmUw ww gvwC Ii^ 
wia thought by the puty whkb, oppgwd tb» Ab^ 
lilion of ibe sUre trade. Unit nitboot tj^tt gr«Kk 
■Mwurc, «Dd wtj^ottt any ft^tvta diiw^y aiQting 
on tbft coloDtal »y«t«m <tf Mawiiy. t,^ neccMnrMf, 
tvfonntion m^t be Attained, and the « lave tra4^ 
ItKlfQVM aSect^aJilj »ippr«^ai«ta by iMUuMX^Rf^ 
lb««Meinbli«» to reform th«ir owk Ut(b, 4nd txi 
p«» acta for improving th« wQral mtd civU 9t«te 
of their slaves. For this purpose it ^ag tbaiig^bti 
enough to qofomutticAt^ ttw «ep«e of Parliament 
by means of nddreHK tQ t^OtQown, and to obtaM^ 
in copsequQ»Qe> official recomqi^Vtions from 
the Crown to the Assemblies. 

On the cither >id«, the advocaiteA for an im- 
mediatte Ai>o)ition maintaiiwd* that whMe tb4 
slave trade s«bsi»t«d> the Qoloniat as^enbties 
would never seriously and e^eictnajly eqgagQ ia 
the desired vork qf refortnatjon. . 

Nor «f «9 it to Apts of AaA9mbiy.inwiy<;»e>thaA 
Abol)ti9ni^l^t>fQ99^ohW%tO:ifK4s,^tb^melif*T 
rati«ft«f thftKWSpf tht!;|l9?«. Xlwr,di4 not de- 
cline indeed, on the contrary they earnestly desi^odr 
the e««(Anii?iM< o/«piQliorfttin« taws. In, «opt& oafcs, 
tto Wtttiikg QpprmHov wma_ noj^fism ^et 4hw 
of* nMbnT's po^ff^ ^t fr^ya the; ^ifegt, w)d sp,^ 
sia«lmle apewliw of th§ fi^lQqif^ lav^ th^^si^^j 
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Hilt therefert, a ttptfA of tiMse Imh is tiie cfiaol* 
oat &ntL only rdief. Bat thote cvits whtch oatnti- 
ttite, beyond aH proportion, the larg^ut ■hsse of 
the miseries of slavery, flow from mimlami- 
stratton oF Jlsctrtioniffy prirato ip«iK>s» with 
which the master himself wd hi» agents on 
necessarily intrusted, v^ewter ttiwt relatioQ a«i>- 
sists ; and to coirtroel the «rerciBe of tibno bjr 
public laws, B m iinp«ssibl« «i it mMtd be to 
prevent ty the intefpoaitioB of tte courts in this 
country, evils 'Ast Itow from the wickedness, tbr 
Jtnprudence, t>t megl^efloe of pwpevti ; or te heal 
the iiifelicities of treiyugal l*fe. 

In all such ccses^ the intatto-cane of tiw inagi> 
ttrate,TinlessfliT«;tiedtoa9evM«»"«fthepaitiai;, 
l£ for the most part, Aot «Bly infota^ but ^Htti- 
cblevotrs. It irAames, «Ah«f^ «haM nuinifleSttbe 
bad passWrrs it^tose atMon iteatihM for«iBMaKnt 
restrain. 

IFor these reasons, ?t fcas "abniyS be^ felt by 
the best-Informed ftwncb oflbait oppressed iiad^ 
that the bad tneatment -tff 4he sla'vwi in our 
colonies can iiever' be <*sctoBHy prewoled by 
ihe direct operation df a: 4&%, fi^eftber passed 
by their interror Qeg^atufes or by 9atimmtBt, 
that is to "be enforced by 'Ak civHI magiistrate. 
The laws to which alone fhey h«ve lo^ed -mUk 
confidence for flnrtpurpese, Breendh as wi11-op*- 
1^ iri the raind of the master ; imdiNiDg Uia 
powerfully for his own sake, to promote ^le hap» 
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phMB, aiti imprbre the cuidition of his slavey 
and to robmit to any present sacrifices that may 
be neoesnry for their, conservation and natircK 
increase. 

Soch are the law« for the Abolition of the Afri- 
can dare trade. To them their promoters hare 
oMifidently looked, not only for the deliverance 
of AAica from the horrore of that traffic, as far as 
Great BrUatn dan effect it, but for the future pro- 
gressive deliverance of onr colonial slaves from a 
nost cruel and destructive bondage. 

Accused by their opponents of meditating a 
general emancipation, they denied the charge. 
But it was denied only in the insidious meaning 
of the imputation itself. They did not aim at an 
emancipation to be effected by insurrection in the 
West Indies, or to be ordained precipitately by 
positive law : but they never denied, and scru{^ed 
not to avow, that they did look forward to a future 
extincti<»i of slavery in the colonies, to be accom- 
plished by the same happy means which formerly 
put an eud to it io England ; nani^ly^ by a benign, 
though insemibl^ .revolution in opinions and man- 
ners* by the encouragement of particular manu- 
missions, and the progressive melioration of the 
condition of the sUves, till it should slide insen- 
ubly into general freedom.. They looked in 
short, to an etnancipatipn, of which not the slaves^ 
but the maaters should be the willing instrument* 
or authors. 
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In regardmg the abolition o^ the slave tra<]e 
j&s a first* an essential, aod even a siag.Iy-sufficieat 
zn^aa to this beDeficeiit e^d, they relied not upon 
untried theories, nor solely upon the known and 
universal springs of human action, but on all the 
experience that history records on this subject. 
In every country in which slavery has been n^i- 
tigated in its kind, or ceased to exist after having 
once extensively prevailed, the supply of foreign 
slaves has first been cut off. 

Till the almost universal extent of the Roman 
empire had precluded the former, copious influx 
of vendible bondmen, captives in foreign^ wars, ' 
the slavery of Rome was not softened^or re- 
treijched j but, on the contrary, became progres- 
sively more cruel and extensive. But when, 
under Augustus and his early successors, pri- 
soners of war became scarce, the Roman masters 
began of necessity to bend their attention to the 
care and preservation of the slaves which they 
already possessed*. 

Their condition was soon after wiaterially im- 
proved by law. Christianity, under ConstEUitiiie 
and his successors, hastened the process by its 
' benevolent spirit j but the reformation was already 
be^un. Stipendiary service . was progressiyeljf 
substituted for servile labour in the towns i the 
modified slavery o[ the adscripli glfba succeeded 
to it in the country ; manumissions became exr 

' .?Aa.GibboiiVItoiaan.HiiUry,litT«I. wp^ 3, Mtd HUme'i 
fifty on Fopahttu^B. 

' ■ ■ ■ G 
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tremeljr fteqaeal;; ftnd boferft the dttsottttlait of 
ihe empire, the nttmber of persons Mil in puttt 
riftvery became conipkretiTefy small, thougfi tM 
iMtitution itself WHS nerer cxpteisty abdistied. 

la modern Europe the case yns similar, Tfa^ 
practkK of reductng a conquered people to sla^ 
very, and of selling prisotiers of WW, had every 
where ended, before the slave taws were re- 
formed, or the servile condition was materially 
softened in practice or reduced in its extend- 
In England, not only the sale of prisoners, bat 
«rery other source of bondage, e3a:ept that of 
procreation by bondmen, had ceased in taw befor^ 
the slavery, or viUehtage, once ctmiprisliig so larga 
ft portion of our English ancestors, began td 
decline. 

A case perfecHy iii point ha& not arisen slncfe 
the opprobrious renovation of slavery in the 
Western Worid. llie Africa mai^ets have be^ 
too recently, and too imperfectly and uncer- 
tainly shut against some df the colonies before 
sttpi^ied from them, to afibrd a specimen j bilt it 
is nndeniable, that the colonies whibb have had 
for a century or more the largest and Uost regu- 
lar supplies fh>m Africa, are these in vrhifih the 
treatment of slaves, and their condition by taw, 
are notoriously the worst. 

Itte Spanish tooionles, from the want of Capita 
orenterprise in their Merchants, and from th6 
/aalonsyoftlwir goT«rnm«ik, have had iagaaeral 
an extremely scanty and preewriow -Aipplyj 
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il 

IH)4 tfiAFe it is that D^^ slavery is mitigated 
in tt)Q sr«ftt«i« d«gr«e, afid laanumiuioos a^rti 
hf ffff the mwt frequent. But in tbe iatand 
^ TrmiAad. 9p»Jii, by op»ing a free port ta 
fttrciiflQ Vi«F«fc^T)t% sgd encoursgiDg anxiousljt 
Ibe inportstion of negro^ ^btuned a, p\en* 
lifU dare jMirket ; and there, ia oimaequeap^ 
bar b«ma8« r«gnlati9W sooa b^am* a d«ad 
lett«^ 4Qd the ti^mment of sivres feU t9 
the banib standard of the Dat^ and ^gli^b 



Then w noting is thew iaet«, or in the fvlBr 
cifdes «f a«tion which they iUugtrate, that i» at all 
extraordinary. AVeare not wrprived tOSeeanHUl 
tafce more pauu to pratervo the treen in hn plea- 
lure^^ovitda, than those in hii woyds. It in 
beewua theihrmeri if suff«red to decay* cannot 
be Bowi or aasily replaced j v^heeeagi the timb«r 
marfait. may npply the coarse utes of the 
latter. 

Il it objected that humwity makei a differeace, 
vhcre lentient beiaga. and childrea of AdaiSi are 
tha sutgeotf ? Bb' ft ioj but he who wppitwc^ 
bmnwaity aloott to be a» powerful and steady a» 
H^iulsch «■ humanity Mid self-interest vuited. 
knows little of maakind in general* and leas of 
the mafitora of slaves. The frienda of col<»iaf 
relormatnon, ^cn, hare veasonaKly {daoe^ thnr 
hapa» in. the effecta of the AboUtipn AciOj anor* 
Hmm in all otiM mcaiu thwt 9«n ponibly b* 
derived. 
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But to hopes so precious in the eye of haina- 
nity, a contraband slare trade nmst be &tal. 

This is sufficiently plain, perhaps* froim th^ 
obvions nature of the case. A law that is iil 
manj' instances Tiolated or eluded, may nererthe^ 
less, in part produce the direct and' immediate 
effect nhich the lavgivers designed. An 'Act 
imposing an import duty, for instance, may be 
often evaded by clandestine importation, but still, 
in proportion as it is executed, the intention ot 
raising a revenue is accomplished; but a collate^ 
ral or secondary good, which is to grow out of the 
primary effect of a law, may be wholly loet eirea 
by its partial evasion. 

In the present case it is necessary to the effect 
desired, not only that the primary object should 
be fully attained, but that its full attainmentshovld 
be certain, known, and foreseen. It is not tbtf 
prohibition of the slave trade by law, but tite 
consequent inability to supply hereafter any defy- 
oiency in the requisite number of slaves by any 
other means than nativ^ succession and increase^ 
that is to Operate in the mind of the'-mastehf He 
is expected to change hii systen^, not.'bec.uue .the 
importation of African slaves is illegal, bat be^ 
cause' he knows that they are not, andbelievei 
that they wilt fiot hereafter be iinported.' It is not 
the penalties of the Act, bnt the actual want ofa 
slave market, his fear of which is to ii^uioiee hii 
coiidnct, and tnake him submit to all ne6eMar|i 
^ftcrifipes for the 'preservation of his gang. 
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But if tbe Abolition Acts are known to be 
alreaidy evaded by smaj^ting (and, supposing such 
evasionB to' exist in a small uland, they caonot in 
a'geQe'ral way be unknown to the community at 
large), there is ah end to ihissEdniary apprehension: 
Tbe planter may reasonably calculate, that if 
such abuses are not effectually prevented at this 
period, tbey will not be checked hereafter, but 
that they wilt rather progressively increase, and 
will always be proportionate to the actual demand 
for slarias. He may therefore safely proceed in 
his present . system ; secure that, whatever Uie 
effects of it inay be in future, he shall not be with- 
out a resource. 

It may be c^jected perhaps, by those who bare 
not well considered the case, thai there must at 
least be. a great advance in the price of negroes 
vnlawfully imported, from the perils to which th« 
smuggler mtut expose his property and bis per- 
Mift and that' the high price of slaves, or even 
the prospect of it, may operaite powerfully on tbe 
nind of the master in the, salutary way desired, 
Anagb he does not see or apprehend a total stop 
to the Haportation. 

That there, will be an ad^nc^ in price, is pro- 
bable ; that it will be extremely great, may well be 
doubted;! for it will be seen, in tbp course of these 
•bservatioos, tbftt there will, as; the, law now stands, 
be the greats facilities in smuggling without any 
Hriiw? riskof.a^iffnre or ^it^pyicti^n., But no.sap- 
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posabte Mhsace in khe prwe of slftve* vUt aiAlce 
to deter the pluit«n in general from pwwHif their 
presea* coune, wid eag^a them to eiibnU to «UI 
klK aaorifioei whidi'are aeoasury, m aHer eiSec<i 
toally to adopt wkatfaas been called tbebrcfdvtg, 
in opposition to the btofit^, ■ystera. To rmiee t^a 
price of Africaiw by datiei on their importation* 
was one of the lobttitatei flirmerly proposad far 
the iaunediate abolition of the trade. Oa jionai 
ral oommeroial principtet the plan wai pprnfAouMt 
its object being to diminishi and, olthaateijF, 
ftop Importatiwi. hy the ooapara^Tedie^rDeM 
of breeding. But tills is a ease to which the ear> 
dinary maxims and expedients ai eommaroi^ 
pelioj oaonotbe safiply applied. ThaaifthaMof 
that plan did not know the great saorifioes wfaicdi 
■rast be made «t the oatsct, by a planter ith* 
would keep up qr enlarg* adcoliniDg.gaag bp 
means of natire inorease. A great diminn^aa .o( 
labour, especially amoqg the females, ' f » easential 
to that change : fo are a more libehd' and capan^ 
live anstftntatioD of the riaves In general, a aMwa 
chargeable- oaf e i^infants end inv^ide. and coma 
other additions to the annual disbursemfMs u)k» 
an estate of vhich the ^odnee is^ be at the same 
time dfminl^ed. 

It was not known or oohsideFed, how Bam 
planters, oomparattvely, are ^ divuastancest* 
afford sneh' impfOTemfnto, or have even the pre- 
s«ait oapaoity to make them. Hie oonounwMe o$ 
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their ■nttgaf0ei»;WHl ofMh«rcraditon,niQBtdi&a 
be hcCeauiry : fbe Ike cue in Tcry muij iDataiiofli 
■Sy that the average diffovnce lrattv«en the preMot 
annuiil evpeBses of an astate", aad the net pro* 
ceeds of present cropSr will barely suffice to ke«p 
down iDterest 6b the inCnmbrtuiGCE, and eiutble 
thm pAnter thereby to retain powe g iott of ht« 



It is idle to feell men ia sodt oirewnstances, <ti 
btttidits to be attained, or savtogs to be tuade^ 
filteea or tmnty yean heoce } and yet tbey miut 
Wait so long at leait, before they profit or sftre - 
throflffa the labour of children yet unborn, and 
by means of regulations which are to prepare for 
til* obtaining, as weU as the preserTing, a large 
native iBcvease. 

Besides^ tbtf he^ of distant adnntftges, atkt 
tiM oaatioQ^ calcfelatii^, patient view» of th« 
eeomote^t in the wallw of Europeftn agricultnr* 
or comoierca, have little or ni> place in the ardent 
and ttdveotnroas mind of a West India planter. 
He hm stoked his eapitaf or credit, and with it 
hi» heakh and bis life perhaps, on a glmr« over 
«rhi(^ chance has far mor & inflae&ce th&n pru- 
Amce. It is a game, too, at which! the chancel are 
gniniy ugaSntat him. Sugar ptantlng is alottery 
fel^#fca«h tftefd are fflony blanks to s prize ; but 
fbM 'rtie pfi«e is very frpl«ndid'i be nnzy attain. 
Id grftat opulftnce', tend in -a refy f«w years. This 
k'tlVfrifrati^ibie excitement by iha eflect of 
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which men are drawn into the hazardous specula* 
tion of buying or settling sugar estates ; wtd when 
such dazzling ohjects are in view, and such risks 
incurred, slow-growing, and distant gains or hopes 
can have little to attract or deter. 

The sugar planter, whether he bays or inherits 
bis estate, possesses a property which is the sport 
of fortune, and has not therefore snch induceoaents 
as other landholders have, to make sacrifices 
ibr its future improvement. The best settled 
sugar plantation is exposed to such extreme 
vicissitudes, that the fruits of patient self-denial 
may be lost, or the waste of improvidence repaired 
' iu a single season. 

Hence the peculiar rapidity with which such 
patrimony is often spent ; and hence a strong 
temptation to neglect the suggestions of prudence 
in the case we are considering. Convince the 
proprietor, if you can, that by planting ten acres 
less this year than before, and consequently dimi- 
nishing his consignmenla by ten hogsheads of 
sugar in the next year, he m^y save three, tinpes 
the value in the price of slaves to be purchased 
fifteen years hence : what then i " IsluUl lose," he 
migbttrulyreply,"360/. inmynextyear's income, 
which will oblige me to submit to the painful re- 
trenchment of my present comforts; perhaps, for 
imtance, the laying down mycarriage: and,a^%9| 
all,, the sacrifice may prove to have beepeithgf 
unneceHBry or fruitl«w. Harrioanefi, ^id^inijf 
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diseases, droughts, or other causes, may ruin my 
estate long before the period you mention ; tor 
good crops and good markets^may so enrich me 
within the sametime, thatthelaying out even 1000/. 
in slaves will require no unpleasant sacrifice, and 
pnt me to no inconvenience. Either of these 
changes is far more probable than' that matters 
should go on in such an equable course, with pro- 
perty of that precarious kind, as to secure to me 
the distant benefit you propose." 

In fact, the experiment in question has been 
safficiently tried. The price of African slaves in 
the West Indies had risen before the Abolition to 
three times its former average; yet the buying 
systena was confessedly adhered to' in preference 
to the breeding *. 

For these reasons, and for others which might 
he adduced, it is in vain to expect such voluntary 
reformation, by masters in general, as the Aboli- 
tioB of the slave trade is calculated to produce, 
tiiiless the trade be totally abolished in practice as 
well as in law. 

"Then, indeed, we may reasonably expect that 
th^- independent planter will be willing, and the 
iieedy planter enabled, to make all such present 
sacrifices as are necessary to secure a native suc- 

* See a very important pamphlst, by Mr. Mathiaoo, ■ 
planter of Jamaica, ntitled, " Ndticcs respectiag Jambica," 
imMisbed tj'^qclt^ale.m IBll; in whkb Mne of theie rumt 
are very uapreuively opcMcd. though for I diffiercut practicat 
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cessitu) and iacriease. T? DC^Uct or, povtposc ■ 
them, will b^ ^en to be ceirtftinly niioo^a to ^ 
master's property, and consequently to the fepu- 
rity of his creditors and roortgi^ees, Theiafter^ 
therefore, will not only concur in, bnt req^^t^ 
and stipulate for, erery measure that i^ essentiu^ 
to the preservation of the gang.. The plantej:*4 
credit will absolutely depend An his b^pg alf)^ tia 
9hew that his ^tate \s well «tpc)[,e^ )riM> beaffl^y 
slaves, and that, by the most leceot ^et^rfts-iff 
tirtbs and deaths among them^ their nutnbttr^ fire 
not decliniog. 7, 

Q.ut to -tb^e salutary ends, it iti ^^fssaryj £>Y 
the rea«ons assigned, that the Abolition ^haU, sn( 
only be, but be gei^erally koovn to fee, luip^piii^t 
and permanent law. ., , 

If the hope of a futiu'Q resource byjzo^fr^^d 
trade be not ^nally Ji?ppresae4, tljq n9cp9gf;ijf; ifll 
flneooe on. the q^jo^s of the plaqljer ^d (^wp^t*^ 
will not be pbtai»e^» the breeding system if,injMrt 
be decidedly adopted, and tl^e flppr^oi^si nkifM 
diminish population will not be reformpt^, ^ ; ,;.,:,. 

If we have thus f^ reasoned jm$tly, thepl^aiiflPD- 
clusions ar^, t^,»t the illicit impprtsti9|n.^;.shH(ffi 
must wholly disappoint tb^ hopes of ht^fjfjf^n^^ 
oui; colonies, ^s,lveU .as in Africa .j th^t ttie.tf*^ 
will be even more barbarous and destructi^ to 
its inampdintfi vif iims* than it w« i^hilfe pwf m*tte4 
^-law; and ilMt.the'uafcAtnDate'C^Dnit) Aegroei 
wiff gain nothing by the change.' * ■ ■' "' '' 
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The event, as to the latter, perhaps, will be more 
than negative evil. In many cases, they may 
find in this abortiM hiVr an aggravation of their 
lot. It will serve as an excuse to such tenants for 
ISfitt and after tempsniry owners of a plantation, 
as onght to keep up the ntmber-s of their slaves, 
for omitting to do so, and casting on a reduced 
gang the same work that belonged to its fonne^ 
eompleaoit. The ohedt of reproaob also will 
be nemoyed f>«a those ahsolate owners of estates 
whtg frxtt tikeir Avarice «ir necessities, are taU|Mied 
to .praoiise the same Species ctf oppres^itm,' ' 

in these, aio& many Mber oases, tiie > lav nffly 
seryeaaa pretext for evil, ratber than «ik instru- 
ment of good. It h dedr, at leastj that noCkUig 
will have be«a gmaeii «xe«pt (wbu is indeed in- 
estftAabte-) tbe delwarancs of the utoiher coantry 
ftotn the gwiCc aadsbtlmoaftdn slave trtlde; {thd 
etevthiftWiltkelbiit^ if tntrtng rtie power' to aiak:« 
the Abolition effectual in practice, we n< 
rafiu«Md«M. 






:> J:j,J 
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,TSff Aeis of Parliament already passed are ituvgii 
cient/ar the Prevention of these Misehi0, 

Such being the peroicioos consequeaces which 
would certainly flow from a contraband slave trade 
in the British colonies, the important practical 
question isj whether Parliament t»n and ought to 
do more at present than has been already done foe 
the prevention of so great a mischieC 

To determine this, it is necessary to inquire, 

Isti Are the existing laws effectual? 

Sdly, Jf not, are there any means of greater 
and surer efficacy in the power of Pu-liam«nt ? 
' 9d\y, If such means can be suggested, is there 
any good reason why they should not be .imme* 
diately employed ? 

In the first place then, let ns consider wj»etbe^ 
the laws in being can be relied upon for effec- 
tually and certainly preventing the introduction 
of slaves into the British colonies by a cootra- 
band trade ; and for so cutting off the hope of that 
resource, as to induce onr planters in general to 
meliorate the state of their slaves, in the degree 
necessary to their preservation and native increase. 

If it can be shewn, in point of &ct, that slaves 
b{iTe already been clandestinely imported into 
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aay of those colonies, since tbe Abolition Acta 
•were passed, tbia question will be at once decided 
is the negative. A law wbich has already been 
eTad.ed, may be evaded again; unless indeed* 
the facility of coroinitting the offence be now 
lessened, or tbe means of prevention enlarged. In 
this case there hasbeeo no such favourable change. 
pa the contrary, the termination of war has 
opeo/ed exteosive new facilities to the smugglers^ 
ftod ditn^isifbed greatly tbe [H-eventire powers of 
tbe Governweot. Slaves may now be brought 
from A^riqa under fpreign and friendly flags, with 
plausible foreign destinatipns, in such a course as 
to si^eep almost the, very sbores of our islands. 
They may ^Iso be deposited in foreign colonic 
withal tbF;ee or four hours' sail of our own. On 
the other band, we shall in time of peace pro- 
bably not have one-fourth pf the number of ships 
of war (those only guardians of our abolition lawa 
in the West Indies] that has hitherto been s^ 
tioned among our island;^ ever since the Acts 
we^e passed. Besides, the rigbl of visitation^aod 
search exists only while our flag is belligerent, 
,.The actual existence of stave smuggling there- 
fore, since that period, would prove a /ortiori ita. 
possil>ility in fature. But the converse of the - 
proposition is fiot true. If such smu^ling has 
ijf?t;bithei;fo ,be^ c^ied .on, this by np meanp. 
^rjiirqi jtb^ W8 . have now a .sufficiept security.- 
f^uni^Jt w.tbs . lawn already Itftssed. 
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TbatAttieak •cgroei iiave been JUicit)^ tnp 
^Hed into aome, iFnot all oor t^Abds, lince the 
jrear IS08, and even anee ttn o&nee was niaii 
&iony, there is atnmdmt Mason to conclude. 

Direct infermatiod of wch practice^ has hevA 
leveral times trangraitted to the fnen4i ^ the 
Abolition in England, from different qoairt^rBt 
The particular modesj tod, hate b«ea poidtfid oat; 
viz. the running the poor oaptires on shore at nf girt 
from a neighbovrtng foreign istagd ; orMte^cairy' 
iog them in smafi numbers from- ft more dtatanf 
port in the dresses o€ Greote negroes, and uflider 
the pretended characters of aailon or pa^engers.1 

Many smuggled sleeres vtere broug^ 'by ttfeKJ 
itaodes from the Swedish bltttt^of^. Bkrtiiolomewv 
and dispersed among tbe British cdonies rn %d 
Leeward Island gorembient; and tnore especiatliy 
in St. Croix, then in bis Majeftt/s possessbv; 
In the latter island, the practice wab so extensive/ 
4nd notorious that'the -Cbnector oF the Custdnto 
found himself bound to ta^ public notice of H^- 
a»d adv«ftised n^wardb ftr the discovery of the 
importers. 

'Letters and personal' ' comnranicaftitins f^m 
^oHemea of respectabiK^ to Ae Secretary «u# 
GenerAl Committee' of the-Aftiiclid'XnGViVatiou;: 
i^ould suffice to remove alfdoiiBfe^fth^extst^ilctil 
of such offeflcesi to* totne estdrt at' least, if ?e^ 
vtere net a-neeessary^precAulibn^ irith thsrt !«j*j*;.' 
to conceal the liikaelf'- dF- {hffivtdtiaH 'ieiSflMlf 
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in, JUT 9«iuiectMl,with, the West In^ien who und 
Uiep, .frOQihuaiaiije motives, u^ful informatiop. 
^e t^^swts$ioa of it might oliierwise danger- 
9M/ .ex|>fi9^ the/Aothorri to ipopulitr odium ,or 
private resentmeot ill .that. «auQtr/- 

To -demand .the hjgf)est. eyideiwje of ^uch Qf^ ■ 
fences wiipn 4U)Qsi)nitDated hy actual impottatiojv 
namely, theyjudiciaL conviction o^ the smuggler^ 
WPifM bp to, Assume that leg^I p.roofs of the t^rime, 
«i}dp^.Qs^outui3 b^ldenoiigb-to explore and hring 
ti)¥f);-fflrvard,. might have heen. found within the 
i9)an4^ .vrhere the slfiv^ hay^ Ip^en lond^-, 3ut nf> 
q^nVba hwvj the Vest iDdieg^ oj-ipho wijl^^ptt 
ftntn (b^ pril-known Jawa andmiinpen. iff t^t 
«1^nt^,. fif\l i;^e<^ «((!>«'" of the»p , requisita 
*««,. ':. ■ ..,-.. .; ,.:,„ ..... . 

■ .l^.n p)Wf, where qip4 per^MM.ont. often <)f. tin? 
Who)s^><^gl(l8ti(i» VKi inowip^fspt Jo gjve t^ti, 
m)>py ogainit a free «i^,i,a ,^i^ggte.r must b« 
)tfiedl«»s jqd««d K>,BfA IfifgmViitt .4b« nwwer of 
•W witWfc , }■ landing tt>«flw<s. W* 4di»«r' 
ing^en iip«n.A:planil»()(w b; night, lit ireatd 
S>>M IW^hfflOlxs'.JlBBHs teiinBiM, t^n .tfliayoi^, 
ttK-jrjWooflWWlPJlio* a,(Vp«4g(!pt,' w lWi»Wiilg a 
^ SReifWia, tp.iPWo.iithPiifne nM«r« of.tha 
tf«Mf«lwn«;l'BBatBiBBi anrt aUAtber deacriptipnj 
qf()Peinoi>s>,whaT9 .it. might. .he.neoesElury to. em? 
PJl(V'.,fH ii>lieri»r ag«nt» ia Buch o&ncn, are io»a- 

!Wh!y?f*ir*ii«o<wiiiioo> .....;) V. .. ., 

'.t4lI»:)""((«!B«W fen>«»»lt(M>tll>4ir.»l»l l»l»» of 

UigniaOb, Google 



trade, hot being offic^i^ of the Navy or Custom- 
hoDse, officially bouod to raake seizures, it is a 
character of which jperhaps, one specimen only 
htu been fonnd in the British West Indies within 
thirty years. About that time ago, a man was 
bold enough to inform, in one of the most impor- 
tant and most polished of the Leeward Islands, in 
s case of prohibited importation. He was imme- 
diately seized, tried publicly by a self-constituted 
court, convicted of the foul offence of being an 
informer, und sentenced to tarring and feather- 
ing, and perpetual banishment. Accordingly, in 
contempt of his privileges as a white man, he 
was stripped to the skin, covered , with tar and 
feathers, and carried,' with a dram beating the 
rogues* march, at mid-day, through all the streets 
of the town, no magistrate cir peace-officer daring 
or choosing 'to' interfere. ' He was' next put 'on 
board Bn''American''sfaip then passing the faarr 
bour, and carried bff as a convict to the' distant 
island of Jamaica, from #hence he could not re- 
turn to 'his home without' going'first to North 
America. Ht had the' hardihood, ^nei^ertheless, 
in a few moftthi to return; called M tbeOoVei^- 
hient for redress ; and the AfCDmey^G%n«nil was 
ordered to pfo^ecUtc^ the jlidge'of 'the^^micli: trl- 
bnnal,' and Hte iibihediate exetjulibners tff- 'tile 
sentencej He did' so, with moch zeatj for fhefao- 
nour of the Government; butto'iM^fflilck;' 'I'WW 
fa' witdessi hut the prosecutor fairoself^-kMiiltf he 
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Jbuiid, to depose to facts which one half the 
free poputetion of the! iidaod bad seen; and the 
jury, come of whom could probably have con- 
finn&d him as eye-witnesses, ohose. to disbelieve 
him, and found a verdict of, not. guilty; The maD* 
who had been kept in the gaol for his security 
during the prosecution, was glad at ^le end of it^ 
to become a voluntary exil^ f«r life*. 
- AQier such an example, it will hardly be 
thought that prosecutors are easily found in a. 
West-India, island, upon laws so unpopular, there, 
as the acts for the abolition of the slave trade. 
. There, '.nerertheleas) have been seisnres, by 
officers of the customs, of slaves unlawfully 
imported ; and many cargoes of negroes from 
Africa seized at sea have beCa condemned in the 
prize courts, several of which were reasonably 
presumed to be British property. A direct desti- 
nation from Africa to afiritish port, of course, did 
not appear, and could not Well be suspected; 
but that many of the slaves were destined to be 
circuitously and clandestinely brought to our 
colonies, cannot be reasonably doubted. 

It is, however, still more decisive, that there 

* The official ret>ort of this case is, protnbly, still to be 
fonnd among the papers iu the office of Secrelary of State for 
Ibe Home Department. The iDfonoer'a name was Svitb : the 
proaeontioa was under the title of the King v. AUason and. 
others, in the Court of King's BenA and Gommon Heai of St. 
Ckriitopher. The caie arose in or about the year 1765, 
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bate been numerous c6ndemnation» in tFie 'V«st 
Indies of small TesseU, with each a few negraea 
on hoatii seized ip the neighbourhood of ouv 
hlaa6», and proiecuted onder the Abolition Airts; 
A list of 4hirtjr Webt-Indiftn condemnBtions nnd^ 
these aotSf as returned' to the Hopse of Common^ 
is |)riated in the eighth Report of the Africatt 
Institution ; and it wili be found, on referring to> 
it, that in sikteen of thos* caseS} in which the 
sentences- were aeqatesced in> or caoflrnied u» 
appeUj the numbers of slaves wese so small that 
they, do- dot avenge above fbur to> eaflh veiiel, 
Tbey. must, therefore, baive been chiefly engajgei^ 
in the smuggling trade froiA tlie foreign island* 
that has been altieady deacribedj as twentjr 
timet the number of slaves would hardly have* 
snffiocd to jield profit enough for an Africaa 
TOyage*. ' . 

*It ntay be neccpsatj tt> oautJoD tbe reader against a palpable- 
ubtake in these returns. Alt the alavet comprised ia them^ 
without exception, are described as Creole Slaves. This <An- 
not possibly bStHic; because the ftr greater part of them were 
captured on .tlie -c«Bst> of. Africa., and coadcnmed at Sierrar 
J^ne. Probably the officers who made out tbe returns fraio. 
liie West iudies took the descriptions from the claims, which 
uatufiflly, thoggb anlroly, fcdlowing up ths fraadideBt pre- 
tinfcd' We have dtterlbtd, called [he slares, Creoles. The- 
rfeturdt fVort Surra. Leone, wbea added to them. for theiofor* 
sMttoii 6f Parliament, may hav« been afraiiged, froa iMidirani 
uitct, wtdsr the satte nisoiaf title of " Cimik Slam coA^ 
dcmned." ■ ' ■ . . ' 
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IHiere is a oolopy* m vhJcli the copjons ac^eal 
)Otrodiii:tiQn of slaves by (:oatrftb»ad means, is not 
only 'reported on good authority, but m^y be <le' 
mosstriited from public &<:ts, o^icially attested* 
iBore ctoEhcIu^vely than by ipany convictions. 
. In TrioiiUd, hy the last official reSuf n?. p^'ior 
io tiie abolition of the slaye trade, th^ ijLumber of 
^bftFee idid not «xceed 80,000 ; being but a sin,a^f 
iacreaae firaoi 180£, wh^ tiieir numbers, af^ 
«t«ted by Sir WiUiam Young, froiiQ xetums 4>f 
that £bt&, to ha-re hew 19.709. The nitermediata 
k>3s, by an ex«ew <»f 4eat^ beyond births, mus^ 
iwrenevly ^^att^.the wJwlenHinhers imppited; 
llftwHtg^ tbei*; c»a be ^o idp«bt that .thissie. iii 
|)S06 and 1>807, had boeii, iwwiM^ly large. Ne^ 
v^ft^filefis, fr-om the l3t (^JaRoary, 1S08. ^hei^ 
legal importation from Africa ceased, the slar^ 
^opidatioA- thcxe appears to hare ra{>idly.>in- 
oiw9»ed, Tbe retorw for 1«L0, l>eiiig j20,739f 
|iBd-liwrMaj,.«lia8(*. : ^ i 

Jn die foUowin^ y^ar, preparatiops nrefe mad^ 
ttyltis Mt^tysCovefvviejpti.fQr registering i^ 
ptriiiUc :booil«e of rei^ord the nai^es awl descriptions 
«f:iiU:tbe atayes in th^J^lfMid, i^x the mportant 
piirpoa^-of fwei^tng tbe illicit i^crease-ofthjeijc 
numbers. iW order -of 4;be Ki^ in Coauc^l for 
eataUiiihing do<^ a registry, pf which ve ,dsaU 
have occasion to speak more fully hereafter, was 
passed on tbeS^th March, 181S \ and in the jofr 
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18\S *, blank books for containing the regU 
stiy were prepared in this country, and trans- 
milted to the island ; it having been found that 
books proper for the purpose could not be pro- 
Cured on the spot. From inattention to the re- 
turns of the later years, or from their not having 
then been received by Government^ it was at that 
time computed, that the number^ to be registered 
would not exceed 17 or 18,000, and the register 
books were, therefore, fitted to contain not more 
than 30,000 names and descriptions of slaves. 
Long after their drrival, and when the returns 
were for the most part made, the registrar, an in- 
telligent gentleman long resident in the island, 
supposed that the numbers would not exceed that 
amount, and that his books would consequently 
contaih them. 

' What was the result t The books were founct 
insufficient : new delays were consequently incur- 
red ; additional books were sent from England s 
and by the month of December, 1813, when the 
original registration was completed, no less than 
hcentjf-^ve thousand seven hundred and seventev^ 
slaves were found to be returned on oath, with their 
names and descriptions, as owned and resident in 
Trinidad; and were registered accordingly. - 
To conceive ' adequately the proper infereaee 

,'* The delay ha^ ariseD from accidents which ,it wyuld b^ 
^4ioDs, apd is seedless, to explain. 
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arising from these facts, as to the extent" of the 
importation subsequent to the abolition of the 
slare trade, we must take into account the pro- 
bable loss on the former stock, by this balance 
of mortality compared with native increase. 
This, in Trinidad, has been dreadfully great, 
from the notorious bad effects of opening 
new lands in the West Indies on the health of 
the slaves, and from the great inequality of num- 
bers between the two sexes on estates recently 
settled. It appeared from official information 
transmitted to hisMajesty'sGovernmeot, that the 
decrease of numbers, by the excess of deaths be- 
yond births, had in a year or years prior to 1805, 
amounted to the enormous rate of 14 per cent. 
per annum. 

Nor will our estimate, from such premises, of 
the extent of the contraband trade that must have 
prevailed, be materially affected by the consi- 
deration that some slaves may have been lawfully 
brought fi-om other British colonies. It would be 
a large allowance to suppose 1000 may have 
been so brought from the 1st of January, 1808, 
when the Abolition took effect, to the month of 
December, 1813, when the original registry was 
completed. The planters c^ other colonies had 
in general no slares to* spare, and were not likely 
to strip their states of labourers' that could not 
poff be replaced. 

If guch lawful importations had been large. 
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ibt &£t muBt have been notorioos, became slav«s 
•eat from one Brttish colony to another, since Isfc 
Januftiy, I&O^, muit have been cleared out and 
«irtered at the Cuaton-hooses : but tbe only 
explanatioa attempted in the island, was, that 
ibs former retqrns, made annvaUy ander a SpM.- 
Biib law. must have been deficient. This m 
easily iaid ; but they wer? adopted as authentic 
by fooceasive goTernors and commissioaers in 
their reports of the population. Besides* our 
inference partly rests on a comparison of these 
very retoms with each other. 

We have not the same means of demonstrating 
tiiat liloe abuses have taken place in other sbwds. 
If we had similar returns even to compare, the 
result would perhaps not be strong enough 
to manifint ^her that smuggling hac^ or that it 
liad not, prevailed : for unless tbe difference were 
sety iarge, a decrease mi^t be acconnted for 
tiT' the bdapce formerly usual on the side of 
mortality ; and a small increase^ on tbe other 
)i9Bd, might he explained fay supposiag a reverse 
of (hat balance. 

It is indeed probable, that in some or most c^ 
<fae Briti^ colonies, the numbers clandestinely 
imported hare hitherto been very small, when 
compared with their whole stodt of slaves. In 
"feet, the (^ islands, if we exce[di Jamhtca, dealt 
but little in the African market for their own use 
ior BeTeral ;fear5 prior to the Aheiition-i wai tbe 
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low prices of Wert-India produce, with the French 
System of coQtineatat exclusioDs, would haTesiace 
afforded our planters liltle temptAtion, and scarcely 
any means, to recruit their gangs by purchase^ 
even if the tradehad been open'and safe. 

After all, it is Dot the actual degree of illicift. 
slave trade, as has been already shewn, that cob-' 
stitutes its mischievous tendency in our colonies 
in • the preventing improvements ; so much as ita 
known practicability, and the consequent expee-' 
tation of such a resource when wanted. NeitheP 
would the mischief be prevented, if the abuse 
were known to exist only in a single island. Thiar 
would be enough, as the taw stands,, for the ef^ 
fectual and open supply of all the rest. It would 
also be felt, that what was easily done at St Vin- 
cent's or Dominica, could be imitated, in case ol 
aeedj at Jamaica or St. Kitt's. 
• Upon the same principle, if it oould be stU 
doubted whether this detestable species t^smag^ 
gling has any where taken piqce, the colonic 
mischiefs wUch have been pointed out would- 
lAevertheless in » great degree avise from a general 
consoiousness among our planters, that they have 
a potential resource in the clandestine importa-- 
tion of slaves, whenever their futnre neeessitiei^ 
may require it. ■ 

The existing laws mast therefore be very ineffec>^ 
tUBltt) many of their important andinteredtingpor- 
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pbses, unlesa their inherent eflicacy is known and 
fe]t throughout the British West Indies. It would 
not be enough that, whether from present con- 
venience or any other cause, a voluntary obe^ 
dience was paid to them: it is indispensibly 
necessary that they should be regarded as forming 
a compulsory and ineritable role of future action, 
in order to add to present obedience, immediate 
preparation for their future and permauent conse-^ 
quences. We want, as has been already shewn> not 
only a primary and present, but a secondary and 
future effect. The former may be provided by 
the. immediate observance of the' law; but the 
latter only by a conviction in the master's breast 
^hat it cannot hereafter be eluded. 

If a general opinion, of the inefficiency of 
ihese laws would clearly preclude present refor' 
mation in the colonies, that evil would scarcely 
1;^ ,les9 certain, though the opinion were that of a 
jnajority only, or of any considerable proportion 
of the resident planters'} for it might be shewn 
th^t QUQh changes in the existing system as afe 
O^ce^sary to .the maintaining the present black 
p,QpjuIation io point of numbers.} and still more 
fuch cheinges as may raise its . moral ' and ctvii 
character, so as,to cle^r the way' for future and 
gradual emancipation, must be general, in 
order to be adopted by individuals, without great 
prejudice to themselves, and offence t» the com- 
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manity around them. This is not hard to compre- 
hend, if we suppose sugar-planters to -be, what 
they really are, rival manufacturers, carrying on 
the same expensire process, and supplying the 
same market with the article they make. It is 
evident that, in snch cases, improvements which 
materially increase the expense of the manufitc- 
' tory, without adding to the value of the article, 
or augmenting the gross returns, cannot b« 
adopted by a few of the manufacturers, without 
the concurrence of the rest } or persisted in even 
by a majority of them, if a considerable minority 
should stand out 

- If, for instance, a cotton-manufacturer, who 
employs a number of children, should be dis- 
posed to build and support a school and chapd 
for their education and religious improvement 
to provide them with separate apartments suit >. 
ed to - their ages and sexcs, and with proper 
inspectors of their conduct, so as to guard them 
firom the 'moral coDtagiou to which th«r crowded 
aod promiscuous intercourse might expose them, 
and ultimately to provide for their honest and 
profitable ^nploymedt in some other line of 
business, when they were no'longer fit for his 
purpiwe ; it is plain that he could not. afford such 
liberal and huimrae improvements, unless they 
were to be adoptee} at the same time by all, or 
nearly all, his competitors in tbd same mann< 
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fat^nring line. The additioa tbey would mtka 
to the expense of his establishmeat, and to bis 
ftttufe aoDual charges, would otherwise disable 
him from selling his cotton goods so cheap as the 
same artides might be sold hy others ; and since 
competition must in general fix the market-price 
at the minimum of lair and necessary profit, his 
manuiactory would soon become a losiog or 
rnmoas hustnesa. 

If, on the contrary, all who supplied, or could 
lawfully supi^yi the same market, were disposed 
to eoDCwr in the improTHDents. it is plain ^at 
they might he safely made, bowerer chargeable 
they might be to the manufacturers in genera). 
The new expense would raise in an equal de* 
gree the market price of the article, and would- 
fall on the purchasers or consumers. 

.Tbe -British planters, if unanimous, woald 
liave tbe^ same happy facility. They posses a 
monopoly of tbe home market, for their produce ; 
and it will take off all they ought to m^e. Let 
them limit their sugar-planting to tbe fair capacity 
of their gangs, after such a retrenchment of labour 
a&.i» necessary to maintain native population; 
and tbey will want no market but the British ; 
ii^ which they havie not any competition to fear, 
except from each other. Their common increue 
of expense, therefore, being inproportion to the 
quantity of Uieir produce* will fall, not on tfaem- 
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•^teOf but apOn, thote who £or s«di a f«r^o»e 
will cheerfully bear it, their fellow-Bub^oU i|i 

This reasoning, it may be objected, aisumos 
ithat the •expense of 4^e improvetnenla wiJl be a 
ioa&i whfiroBS ihe charge of such melioration of 
ilhe teeaitnaeBt of ilaree as may J»e necessary lo 
aaint^ia their aunabera by native inctease, iwili 
be competisated by. saving the eKpetue of fotune 
piH-c^aes of srucb pcoperty. 

it may b« so ; hot if the change <^ system jcao- 
iiAt be .effected withoat a temporary incteaM lof 
tstpeaeim and dimiiiation ot returos j and tf Ibe 
fnfenre bene6ts are not bo be derived vtntai a period 
bcfnanil ftbe ordmary rajig;e of W«st Indian spis- 
■calttiioaw, ire -cannot expect that the preaeiit ta- 
coDTenicAce wiil be eooouotered wilHogly fo;- the 
take-of the diabant good. Tfaatthe brtfeditigis 
pomcmaiiUy more costly tluui the bvying sy^tmn, 
is a propoaition wbicb we do not maiotajii ; 
■ttumgh »t was an opinion held and acted upon 
by many Planters before tiie abolition of libe 
tpttde*. 

Tibo obstacles to a refomaltlon tint is not 
genwal in tbe aame cblooy^ &re not wholly, 
bowever, of a oominercial kind. If fbe d»ffifiirit(r 
we have glanced at vere surmouBiM, the lavs of 
4be {ilace would present nutoy Oibbecs; and its 
-maanere stiH rooxe. 

^8c« Mr. AlatliiKNgiVp^^ltt before jreftmd tiH p. 12» te. 
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Here «e bare the clearest and most melancholjr 
iprotii of the ioefficacy of the Ab<4itioD Acts, » 
to the iateresting and necessary object of.cokmial 
reformation. 

What benefit have the slaves in any one iidaod 
yet deriTed from the Abolition Acts, and from the 
<larourable disposition in the Government and 
ParliameBt of Great Britain? In their legal con- 
dition, oert»nIy n<Hie at all. They are still the 
absolute property of. their master; still fedj and 
-clothed, and worked, nod punished, at his discre- 
tion i a few ostensible regulations excepted, which 
were demonstrably futile, and have confessedly 
proved to be useless. Still this extreme bondage 
-is hereditary, and perpetual ; and «till the slaves 
- are daily subjected by law to hardships and mise- 
ries^, against which even the champions of the 
colonial system have exclaimed, as cruel axA 
.needless aggravations of their lot. They are-still 
liable to be sold at the suit of the master's credi- 
tors, as well as by the voluntary act of the master 
'itimself ; to M stripped from the domain, and 
exiled for ever from their homes, their families 
'and friteds, without the imputation of a fault 

The inexorable maintenance of this last ac- 
knowledged gnevance,'is the more worthy of ob- 
servation, because Parliament was accused of being 
■ its author, and was called on by the colonial party 
to reform it. The change of that part ofthe colo- 
aial code :was accordingly' prepared for hy the 
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fspeal of part of the statute 5th Geo. II. Cap. % 
vhicb was untruly represented as haviog given 
birth to thia cruel branch of the Uw of davery ; 
but which, certainly stood ia the way of its re- 
feraiatioD. At the instance of the late Mr. Bryan 
Edwards, the Act 37 Geo. in. cap. 1 19> was passed 
ior that purpose; and it-was expected that.the 
xsalonial assemblies, following up the nune prin* 
«ipl», woald rcp«il their own Acts, which mada 
davcfi liable to be severed by sale from the- plaor 
iation to which they belong. 

That reformation was afterwards speqificalljc 
and earnestiy reeommended hy Gorernmeut, in 
consequence <^ a parliamentary address; but not 
one colonial legislature, out of thirteen which 
exist under his Majesty's dominion in the West 
bkliea, faai yet thought proper to comply! The 
dayea are every where still subject in this instance 
to a most needless, unjust, and unmerciful aggra- 
vation of Uieir lot, peculiar to the bondage of 
the &itish colonies, though eighteen years ago it 
Was reprobated by all parties in Parliament, and 
renounced by the British legislature. Not a 
voice has ever been raised in its defence; not an 
apology has ever been offered for adhering to it; 
yet still* in contempt of the recommendatioaa of 
Parliament, the odious oppression is maintained. 

The same is the opprobrious truth as to every 
mother legal reformation that is n^essary to pro- 
DMbe th« native inoreaw of the slaves,, and melio- 
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fftt« tbeircondiiion. Nodtiag, in rfittrit,jba8eTai 
btco oBteottbly aUampbtd, bat that mMck Am 
MBcmUie* hue admitted to bs impfficdoabk^ 
and which Arary reflectODg mind mvt pencunte 
beso'^tbe protection of davei against. d a aiMti t 
0|»pK^ioa in ibe csaroise of tfae matter's poam, 
Fo* this ktle parpoaa, indead, mopfc Jairs bar* 
been aaade, kare been laughed at, aod forg^$ 
and man who dare not icoiBplaai, vbo aae ioeonb- 
ftetent le proiecnte, aod vlnse «ndenoe fMoraot 
be received in any court, against any frea paison, 
are referred to the law for tedress* miten in the 
bosom of the m«9ter'» domain^ they in» nat sv& 
caently fed* are worked to exoete, ao* raeaY* 
more. than a limited nuniber of Iwbts at at^ «ttt 
timef.'f 

Eyen against the aaoiv cruel wmi^ of strasgeiv 
the osaenuUies admitted that these pp»r heiogi 
are not practicnily protected by Uv; becavM 
kheir evideao^ awi the evidence of all their ooift> 
' paaicMis, ie rejected*. Yet. in bo isktnd hat lite 
l«gAl impodineot yet^een amoved. 

• See tie Privy Gouocii Rqtort 09 the Slare T^id^ P«rt 3, 
title, Orenada and St. .Christopher'i, A.' No. 4. "Tbtue 
wlio arc capable of the guilt," s»y the Council atnt Asseinbly 
•f Ch«i>a4a, ** we Jn ^meral artfiil aicngh to-ptvmt »ay Mt 
riiM* beiqg witnetsw of tiie Auts" (&cb of .^«u and wfafPf 
CTVelty by free persons tovard slaves), " and the dunyr of 
admittbg the testimony of slaves to affect the life or fortune of 
a free perum is so obvio«s," *c. " As the natter stencli^ 
thflugh we h»ite the inttwcBs in Hm iflaad an at thii ^ 
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Insular laws, whose p€>ltc7 plainly depends oa 
the permanence of the Slave Trade, also remain 
unrepealed. Many of them, for ipstance, discou* 
rage the breeding system, instead of bvoDring 
it; and that in no small degree. In most coIoDies 
the revenues raised for public or parochial pur- 
poses, are chiefly raised by a poll tax upon slaves. 
which attaches on them from the birth to tha 
gravC} without any allowance for infancy, or for 
Other disability to labour for the master, either 
through infirmity or age- The planter, therefor^ 
who has the largest proportion of native slaves, 
bears, to comparison with his] ability, the heaviest 
share of the public burdens. If a mother should 
be released from field labour on account of her 
pregnancy, or her duties as a nurs?, the master 
is nevertheless j:ated for her and for her infants 
too. If feeble life is kindly cherished after the 
hope of productive labour has. ceased, tt)^ poll 
tax still continues, add operates in effect as fi 
discouragement to humanity'and justice. - <^ 

In another instance, l^lly demanding . the 
attention of PBrIlament,'^|le . assemblies . have 
not only^ continued, but in some colonies have 
very recently originated, laws calculated to 



not frequent, ytl it Inutt be admitted with regrBt, ffaat Aci 
perMiBs prosecnled; Md wb« eertaixdy vtM guilty, fam 
•twpiid for wBf t of kgal piooft." . • 
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perpetuate slaTeirj, by* obstnicting ' maanmifr- 

BlOtli. 

"One of thtf most eflleacious means, not merely 
fisr the gradual disuse of slavery, but for the 
. encouragement of good conduct amotig those who 
' arie still held in that state; is to make enfnuicfaiBe* 
nVbnt the prize of great individuid merit. It is the 
strongest excitement to industry and self-govem- 
ment that a master, or a human law'^giTer, can 
possibly' hold forth. It hsis therefore been much 
in use in Jevery country, ancient or modern, in 
which slavery has prevailed. It has every where 
been encouraged by the laws, and in a variety- of 
cases ordained by them as the reward of pablic 
merit. ' 

In Greece, in Roinei and still more in England, 
the modes of manumiiision were varied and mul- 
tiplied, both by the' legidature and by the judicial 
expo^tors of the laws, so as not only to faicilitate 
tihe master's beneficence, but almost to «nsnare 
l^k^him into it. 

He was also sbpp1i|^by the Greek and fioraan 
taws with very pttweffV motives for manimiitting 
his slaves in the valuable and honourable rights 
of the Jus Pdlronaius orarhis Freedtnen. 

In England, If it be' asked what cause most 
powerfully contributed to the dissolution of the 
degrading bondage c^ our ancestors, the answer 
iniii^ clearly be, the extreme favour shewn t« 
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individaal enfrancbisenenta by. the jvdgcs and 
tbc lawi. That baneAil growth of foreign c«n- 
queit or early barbariiKi, niUelnage, had nevlyt 
overspread the whole field now covered with 
the most glorious harvest of liberty and social, 
happiness that ever earth produced, and where, 
not one specimea of the noxious weed reTnaios j 
yet it was not ploughed up by rerolution, or 
mown down by the scythe of a legislative aboli- 
tiou} but was plucked up, stalk by stalk, by 
the progressive hand of private and voluutary: 
enfranchisement. Slavery ceased in England 
only because the last slave at length obtained 
his maDumission, or died witboat a child. 

£vea the sordid and odious slavery to which the 
injured Africans have been reduced in tbe Kew. 
"Woridihaa not been every where unaccompanied 
by th« consolatory hope of its future eKtinctioa by, 
the same means. In the Spanish and Poctuguese 
colohias, in the former especially, siawunissiona 
are grettly encouvaged ; and aright «l'9eK-redemp'< 
tion also given to the slaves, upon terms as easy- 
Aiid 01 equitable as tbe natui^oftheir state allows. 
TheooweqtiaK^ is, tfaatia most of the colonies 
of Spain, the negroes and oMlattOes still in sla* 
very, are inferior in number to. the free inhabi- 
tants. Id Cuba even, where enormous importa- 
tions from Africa have taken place during the Iwt 
tv^enty years, the free population, by the latest 
official returns, amounted to 988,000 ^ while the. 
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Blares vera no more in number ihan .319,000: 
Thst this is the effect of rasDuniUsioiis, ia undeni' 
able ; for of the 388,000 free inhabitahta, 114,000 
are negroes or coloured persons. In the returns 
ibr the Havannafa and its suburbs, lUe different 
colours are distinguished } and it appears th^ the 
free'negroes greatly exceed the free mulattoea; 
the former being 16,604, and the latter only 
9,743} which makes it probable* thait the'manu- 
ntissions have been recently rery copious: Thc^ 
slaves were no more than 88,739 *. 

In what country accursed with slavery, then, i» 
this sinking fund of mert^, this favour of the law& 
to human redemption, taken 'away 2 
: Where, by an opprobnous reversal of legislative 
maxims, ancient and modern, do tbe ' lawgiver* 
rivet,instead of relaxing, tbefeUersof priviite bon< 
dage, stand between the slave'and the liberality 
of his master by prohibiting enfranchisements, 
and labonr aa much as in them lies to make that 
dreadful, odious state of man, which they bare 
ibrmed, eternal i ■ 

.. Shame and horror must not deter us from re- 
vealing the truth : It is in the. domnions.<if Great 
Britain. This foul and cf uel abuse of legislative 
power has been reserved for Assemblies boastfiil 
of an English Constitution, and convened by the 
British Crown. 

' * These returns are dated tlie 20tb July, 1811, and were 
ifficiftBy made -to tbe Cortes.- 
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Can the case be forther aggravated ? Yes : intfae 
obstinate rejection of better principles, in a per*- 
verse opposition to the voice of a liberal age, amdl 
jn the contumacy of these petty lawgivers to» 
wards thentother country which protects, aad tfa6 
ParHapienttttatbas power tocontroul them. The 
insniar, laws alluded to, which in many or most 
-ttf our colonies restrain, and virtually prolubit^ 
-manuiniisions, have all originated within a very few 
^ears. They havemtheirodiouspriaciple even been 
innovations-on the former slavecodes, which fredy 
permitted, though they did not bold out positive 
inducements to, enfranchisement by the act of the 
naster; and some of these cruel innovations 'have 
beep made, since the time that humane reformation 
of the colonial slave laws was the unanimous wish 
of Parliament, declared in votes and addresses to 
-theCrowUi and, officially made known to the As^ 
«emb1ies. 

Further ^gravation still, may seem scarcely 
-possible; yet such is to be foutid in the hypocrisy 
of some of these iniquitous laws. With the frauc 
dolent design of concealing from European eyes 
their true principle, th^ avoid the. positive pro- 
hibition of enfranchisement, font lay a tax upon it, 
lieavy enough to insure, generally speaking, the 
same effect ; and pretend that the object is to pre- 
vent free coloured persons becoming diarge^le 
to their parishes^ or the public. The pretence is 
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not vnly Mte, bat incoitMStoiii with «iotoriftiH 
tratb. Id the few islainls in vhich « poor r^eSs 
ever knowa, the objects itx reUef ate esdasiTely 
whitepereoai; 0«dtbe«tttu>r9of tlMfelawsmright 
bt duileagei to sheir aaiagie iastaiwe of « feet 
coloured peraon being reJteVwd ma ft pftrith fny er 
In any part «f the W«it ladiBs. Im &ct( persMu 
4ir ti«t class ham so mfti\x resoarcas, frdm tbeir ca^ 
paci4y ef snatainiiig labonr without iaoanvitamnoc 
inmi the htet of tbe ctimftte, amd frakn tfieir »n>- 
ttid sysifisthtes, OMmeetiotu» «nd laMAchmmUi^ 
that absolnrte nligenoe is laxely. if ever, kaawn 
Moong tinn. 

- Otbm of tbese aots har<E spoken of dioigeii^ 
SetMihtieafnaeiaaoi psvoaa hecaaaog iadiQedt 
M- 4dKin a nmre genand wby/es ff thejr werit «■ 
a prnciple of pcdtoe. Bxt «i neitiict d{ ihow 
«ntcs is tbe tax s» aqiptied, an to pvevent thb m» 
chiefs pretended to be feared. It is to goititoitiw 
'^alartreiiBnry.'fcir^g^Deral'plibUc pwjtpwes. The 
■freeA tpeesom may ^ in «ant, «r he ndle, atdi di»- 
flttkite, jtist as natarally,:aMl wtth«e lilfle msmhkIjs 
we if oo tdotif.^ad'teea laid'Oii fats nariiiiifciiUiiiiiiiiiMt 
Tttt Mity diiffeTisnoe m, thai iby iaU the amaant «£ 
4be(idiny, his oHin abiIhy,ar'fhat'Df his.patiwti, 1* 
^pnitoct luoi from faAore .firaitt> is reduocd. Kh* 
-ooaM bigufe'H' :pay car jaiae iim mim impoeied, thw 
vantieitib d>(nibt>be^mnddih>so4otfA»tBiDiliisfK» 
^OfAj ■and'tbe law/woiild dibn guu^Um finan io- 
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dieenee.1iy tsking fbwn hiu all th^t he possessed, 
^ «^Itg{ng him lo borrpw oa ihe Gf«idU of hi^ Ai*- 
jtBre iftbour! 

ThAi cruel nookery wtst enhance thie p«l» «if 
!lheo[:^nKssi<n<*. 

* The Legialature of Orenada in its first Ac.t of tjijs Jiiiti^, 
parsed 4n VT97, thougfatlhat decency. If not justice, required 
M •deviBtian 6wn tffis fenetal course'; ati4 Akenrfore, Ja im- 
jwwiog alas of UKU. ob jBMivnMiioM, aUpwed an aovuitjr «f 
.10/. for tite to Ihe .frevdmau. ^t by another Act of tSO% 
it threw off ttiis troublesome mask, repealing all tlie clauses 
and parts ef clsusee whieh related to the an&uity, and retaioiog 
Afrtex-ofaoot'Hfitfacutany.allowaooe'vthatemrl At the Ktme 
time, GODBistentlyAad iairly enong)), it altered the yresunblrf 
BO as pleuly to shevr that (be considerations of pcJjce recited 
IB the first Act were mere, pretences, and boldly to avow 
iiintilityita'.frBMkm alone as its true upwtiic 

As this u a -cuDous case, and will 4brow l^ht ,on Jtlw 
true jnotiTcs of the other colonial le^slatures.we subjoin the 
preamble as It stood in (he Act of 1797, and print in Italiqi 
.tbie partleftout by^K Aot of 1S06. 

- '■" Jimi-vihtniiu 4ie mmumttingMnd tttlivg five thtm d»- 
taud, blind,iiged, or otheneiu disabled Jrom working, witkmtt 
making praeinon for their nutenande and comfort, ought tt 
%€ prevented, tait obliges f hem to ranAk ttbovt and beg for 
JuMtteaaBiWhici fr$gtie»t(j/ vomvfeh 4ien to itkemKMtUjf e^ 
robbing and sfealii^ md leads. them to -other bad practices iQ 
tupp4yrt thenuelvet" (no relief from poor rates pretended here); 
"' andtrtiereas it is also necessary to discourage the two fre- 
-qnent ;aaid iiidiaeri annate manunussion <if skives seitAoml « 
Mffiduoit fresiMon kn»s ^"defor the»- -st^^pet^" 

The tax, the reader is desired to observe, is not imposed on 
■ikt 'maunmisaim <tf '" Hittaud, ■hUnd, agtS, w 4htibied''. 
Silaves, only, but of any slave -frfHrtevei. It was Tery proper 
■Ifcfrtfei^, Hi i flte O tenada assenbly to -repeal -tbe whole ef the 
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The master, theOi n^ho vrould improve the mortJ 
conduct of his slaves, and render their lot more 
cheerful, by the all-powerful prospect of freedom, 
«s a reward to superior merit, or who w.ould con- 
fer that reward for the past services of some faithfid 
^nd useful slave, as an example to the rest, woulcl 
find himself in this point, as in others, opposed by 
the insular law. He must, on the manumission, 
sacrifice a large sum of money in addition to the 
value of the slave. In some cologies, in one of 
them at least, this iniquitous tax is as high as 
500^., in others 300/., and it is not known to be in 
■ any place less than 100/. currency. 

Nor is there any exemption from this charge 
in any case wliatever. The father cannot without 
paying that oppressive tax' release his own ofT- 
.^ring from slavery; nor the husband redeem 
his wife, so as to become the father of freemen, - 
instead of wretches to be driven like cattle for 
life. ' 

Such pitiable cases must frequently arise under 
tliese shameful and merciless laws: Nothing is 
more common than for free blacks and mulattoes 
to be the husbands and fathers of slaves. Xn such 
cases, they were often known to labour with in- 
credible patience and perseverance to raise money 

IM-eamble, except what u above prmted io comiqoa type, («• 
gether with the annuity clauses. 
, $«e Mr. Smith's edilioii of the Acts otGiat^tW-^^'^^ 



..riieob, Google 



47 

for purchasing the freedom of the wife and cfail-^ 
dren. But aow, that heart-stirring object must be' 
hopeless ; and the sad effects on moral character, aa 
well as on domestic happiness, may be easily 
conceived. 

- Had there been any honest or rational principle 
in these laws, exceptions might have been ex- 
pected'for. encouraging exemplary good conduct 
in the servile state, or increasing native popula- 
tion. It has. often been proposed, for instance* 
as a happy mean of promoting the latter object^ 
to enfranchise a mother who has home, and raised 
to maturity, a given number of children. The 
most intelligent colonists have recommended this 
cxpedientj and some masters; perhaps, had begun 
to practise it. But now such means of improve- 
ment are effectually taken away. 

The- colonial legislatures, if they had regarded 
the Abolition as effectual, would also have been 
anxious 'to promote the religious instruction of 
their slaves. However adverse or indifferent, in 
general, to the cause of Christianity, they would 
have desired! to take the benefit of its influence, 
in the restraint of polygamy, and other practices 
adverse to the interests of population. But no 
Actof Assemblycan be shewn which has redeemed 
our' islands, in any degree, from the reproach of 
their former^gross neglect in regard to thissacred 
duty: on the contrary, laws have been passed 
aggnnrating that sin by positive obstructions to 
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the pious parpoae of s matter wfao iliould desire 
to reTorm the morals and manners of his slave* 
ly the means which Christianitj ;dFords. la 
some of our colonies at least, and Jamaica ia 
-particular, laws have heen passed opposing positiro 
prohibitions to the only attainable means of re- 
ligions instruction and worship; and though the 
toyal negative has been properly applied as often 
as such Acts of Assembly have been transmitted 
for his Majesty's allowance, their temporary 
operation and renewal, aided by means of per- 
tecution which have been craftily resorted to 
under other ami Btill subsisting laws, have very 
materially checked the charitable zeal of those 
wfao would have communicated freely the bene* 
£cent light of the Gospel to the poor pagan bonds* 
men of our colonies. 

Other instances of a spirit directly opposite to 
the spirit of the Abolition might .be addaced) 
but we must avoid all uouecessary details} aad it 
would be singly enough to say, that thegnerons 
oppression before noticed as condemned by Mr. 
B. Edwards, and the colonial party in the British 
Parliament, has no where yet been remoxied. . It 
is a sufficient indiostioo of the fact, we wish to 
esfatblisli that plantation slaves are not. yet in any 
island annexed to the estate they ail^vatotsoai 
Do longer to be liable to be severed.fnim.it bji 
execution at law. 

Though faiunanity lf«l failed to yccgmww^ 
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meb » oietfare, common policy wonM twre iift> 
penowly dictated Us adoptioB upon the prohi- 
bition of tke iriftTe trade, . if that comiBerce bad 
beea regwrded aa really and finally cat off. Tot 
strip a i^antation of its slarcs, would, hare been 
seen to be remediless waste. Justice to credi- 
tors, to heirs, to the planters themselTes, would 
have prescribed the immediaite repeal <^ laws 
which not only permit, bnt direct, that the slaTe" 
ahnll be sold separate from, and prior to, thelabds 
and bsildings. In islands where they are,, in Ulw, 
persoDal estate, and go as suohin cases of intes- 
tftcy to the administrator, provisions would have' 
been made, if not to rererse that ruH at least tv 
laodify. it, tot the protection of the hnr ai law > as 
by enabling him, for instance, to retain them* oik 
pajrment of the valne, to the persoual represent*!^ 
tires^ lo olie or two of our islands^ this ease was 
so provided for- a :oentary ago, as between the heir 
and yobqger tihildres : the expedient, therefor^ 
was well ^Dowo; to the assemblies. Formerly, it 
wfts for mutual oonvenienoe only .- now it has be>' 
QOine matter of necessity j not only in that parti' 
ejaha caas, bat in all athefs^ whette » ptaotir dies: 
i^rfestate. Yet no^iiqg has been done. Heiis 
bave been left every where at the mercy of tha 
personal representatives, as well as that of the 
cr«dit9rs.. 

A hundred cases mi^t be inatsoued^ in wkudi 
^o^an^amceB tke.mogt ui^ust, and the most re<' 
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pngnaat to acknowledged policy, must flow firom 
this single neglect of legislative duty, if theAbo^ 
lition is Enppoeed to be efifectaal; Lessors, for 
iestaoce, might be ruined by their lessees ; for it 
was a common agreement, that the latter should 
be bound only to account for the value of the 
slaves at a price settled by appraisement, when 
they were not forthcoming at the end of the term. 
Various contracts of diiCerent kinds, abd many 
settlements and trusts were founded on simitar 
views ; namely, that as importation always sup- 
plied a copious slave maricet, gangs could always 
be easily recruited, enlarged, or replaced; and that, 
therefore, payment of tbe value was equivalent 
to the specific restitution of such property. Nu- 
merous, therefore,' were the calls for new legisla^ 
tive regulation and protection of private rights, 
if those views were reversed by the Abolidoa. 
- ' Biit they were not reversed or altered in the' 
minds ' of the assembli^. They knew, indeed,' 
Aat Creole or native gangs were rapely to be ob- 
tuoed ati any price, in many islands not at- lAI,' 
even while planters had the Afrioaa market Op^' 
to repliaoe'tbe labourers they might sell.' 'Tliey 
must have seen, therefore, that such purchases 
would now be quite impracticable, if that market 
we*e really shut; but tliey- retied on the contra- 
band resource; and therefore only were sttjMne,- 
Socb coDsiderationgwere not overkKtked bythem. 
Sam0 itf the most intelligent colonial adVticaitt, 
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itt ^posmg.tiie AbolHioA in Buli^ment, pointed 
vtt'. th^se yeiy effeots on cootraote, trustSj and 
JMwly settiemeau, as strong argmaents ab incon- 
vaakati. ag^iat tfaat.nieasure. It was n«t their 
bwmeiB tx> pwnt out tb^ ronediat expedient of 
i^naxingithe.alaws to the soil, or tbe otbo' legal 
r^ulations hy which, aiiah inconveniences migiA 
^ ii» a' grea^.de^iceftr^etited; .bat these were 
tOD.«biviDaB^ and top iiAportant to liaire earatped 
Un aotice of: Weet-Jodiui lawgivers, if they, had 
beofc mining to oDDfwnn to the Abolitiooi. vrbea 
faadcd.faT) jRadiaiveDt, or. had felt that it was 

■eCeiMU^-i80.(l0.dK ..:--.': i 

^Otkert^ t^.thb ^(aalB^party in UiC' cdnb:oiTen.]r(t 
a^oiv«dly'to<di'.a'diffeient «iew, aad that to which 
the auemblies have practically adhered: they 
maintained, that smuggling could not possibly be 
prevented, nad ioferrectpthat tbe legal prohibi- 
tion was vain. In reference to such Acts of Par- 
liament as have beaialRa£ty>passed, or any other 
ordinary meaua of preventing contraband import 
i^ta», i>hp ipfQ|Kiitiliite,>,if-^lj<>tjtfcg «ans&quMtt<i; 
Ms/Muol^^ ulibei3:9iltisi«S4-<JhHU»f«(Mtotftiflttdi:Aad 
the b«^, jttat3dJibV^di^*e&Al>bA9M«d>(«J)^'jai- 
ported into our iBlands, to the extent of the actoal 
<kia«itf3foqth^m<.M0igpifiWiiaiUjiiiiQBuvqtfa'taBgg»f 
HMNtaavitlifAii y)0>lgt>lQWtfiia^^MacNu?4»E fdAt»l«A 
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vemedisl lam, awl if loud oalb fasve not brew 
made cm the auemUia by injofcd credkon, aad Irf 
trembling betn and revenioiier^ tOipMdcot tboB 
from raiaoof wwttCr itnmyfmtij be iafared tint 
illicit importalioD bat prerailed^ Midtfiat tiicva 
has szated ia onr co1(hi{c^ little (nr..no.inr:«( 
the dare Market bdog irrrtraenAly kut 
: Ereiy iioMpealed law a^mne to.'tbs breadiiig 
syMfcm^eferjrmil-enrainedropprettion thatiaipaiM 
llie h^tfa.isborteiii the: lina, «b dimiiHihefi the 
pndific powenittf &e mBgnta^ pD»ts,to tbs aamii 
concliisititL' Hie^ oohoctJrrtif<m&tt& wAiamos of 
tbe strongest kind, that the a«soMiJito!a^dyiaptTft< 
gard the 'Ab<ditioni8»;^hpflta^ iiut xtijiibibk^'to 
Afriica tar the iMpptf of theirjiiiiBkii%>pbpiiIattOB^ 



-;.f.,., ; ii.- -.! 0113 isi'-l ,t"^>-:-.,.,.ii i,i!« ,!iujii-jv3iq 
-Tti'i i i I, / ;i .:•■- 'j: :-.>--!'j:j!-i1 i.i. .iii.i - -;;■« t^^ij 
IL-.;: , .i;f i... .!,■ -f^ClllOHMlL' ( : :-■-:■! ^c JiiJinsii 

Jfiipjot- ori.lJ.) ).(-^J/:'-i 'iilJ tiJ ^r^^if^iM -i-.h- ■}\,''i Ijijiuij 

TW'&M'-'of ti(lieiit)ir«:liM|ttin«"p4*poMii um* 

bat more cannot4i«'ttfiM!«s*ir<5nM{||N»«i«bttv4kff 
AJe^i^f <t%riittias^Ei?iiIiftitttf'<[«MttdJ:ai« .nodteAc- 
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tiua of staves . into our coloBJes by dandeltitie 
mcaas. That such mischiQVOBs abases hare been 
fmtibted during the operation- of tbose laws, has 
been safficientiy prored j dnU they may be prac- 
tised hensal^ with«till greater facility* has alsa 
bean. fifaeirn ; and it basbeoi.danowtrated opoii 
mideaiaiile premiia, that an expectatiaa of sacii 
si^liesiia. futare, {nraraito la the British West 
Indicir'^and, Byuts pemiciwu inflaenee oa Ua 
miada oflthe pluiten and the assemblies, A-ut- 
tsata.tbeiha^y tendenoy of the Abolition t« 
medibrateittie let of the Blavtt. 

Let us proceed, tbcn, to tjie second of the ^n>^ 
pqiediaqnirie^ Whether uny 'tuiMm ^ grealer nnd 
Mfvr^eSktu^ are in th« poteer iff the BntSsA Par" 

&i9fnt7 .'■ ■' -■■■^- 

' 'Hi* 4Aet8 iii ^esCion siftet^ to htilv<e' dfiine as' 
Bitidb,'br iSftaiy as taachv'afrirafl h>4h«'t>«'a'er of 
tbt)L4gis^urfe tb 3by foit thle.%xtltjati«ti'<tf the 
Mava^rodein all ii,^ bmadbfeii except' cine: T« 
cflQtrjrlt'iMi'A'om British ^{>«rl8'/ ot'^V^fU- A^rWii Td 
B^ibNrti'shipg^'B^-ih' geoei^^o t»K)^GUt'e'ihd^^radie 
tt «ei^ oriii anyfbreigh pa^t'-of •th6''w^H4> oit' 
McoQQt of, 6r by the agen^ of 'IM Majesty's 
Kibj«ots> is madfe' as difictilt aiid^angerous to'the 
paMlebk tt iPdrllaAeiit t^lA powibly mi^« it 
llie -ptanftHy t^.ddath c^ ^nly^tie stifietadded^ 
$tiA' tHisv OroO^b by fiO'ttieiHir kioaeveVe, on 
ttw (Aidinrary pHftoiplw tif oriAiinal' tavr, for the 
attAvei flit Iba OVtow/ #oiM> ^bbabty, Troiu tb<i^ 
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scruples of proseciitoi^ and courtSt b«. less efffu;-' 
tual than the existiog penalty of tranaportatioD.. 

But tbat branch of the trade in ,resp«cjt..ef 
which we had the highest and the most) . isle- 
resting duty to perform, was. the impoctatioa o£ 
slaves into oar o»d ootoai^.. Here. the. isgis*- 
lature had abo ^e greatnt cause tp iear' time 
woaM be eager and penewiqg efibrts. to.. eI^d0 
its prohibikiont i and.thttt the. former aaQcftioas 
of restrictive trade laws, wonU' not. be foaad 
effectual. Yet here, and. here only, ^theprero*- 
tive and remedial . powers of Parliaknent bina 
not hitherto. heen.fuJly emplojed. .4 

As a British statute has no force in a forragn 
colony, we xanoot enact that the people of Cuba 
or Martioique, shall not receive slaves brought 
to. tbem in breach. of'Ottr lawsj or s^allnxtt dtttain 
them ift.sla^^ry i.^iU less can we giv« eS^iUti 
such An eniaQtmcut, by regulations t« b9 enforced' 
in those.isl^nds.. If a gargo of slavef^Trom.A&iGfc 
^«ld, be carried, on.SfitUh.aqcwn^ pn avojtr. 
ag^. to th9] Hawnpah,. qU , that vre can do^.isi Mi 
ip^r^pt.ttiApp <Mii thf passage, if we cap: '^ 
th^t opportiMiliy iff.ioef^, tlte Qase. as far M 
l^ast as^cpn^ecns; tlie.poor inji^red 'AOticaniy..ift 
remedil^i Bu^ if the slaye ; trade cot^tina^ 
to be sanctioned }^ -fyr^iga ^gpvernioenffi,- jil 
tii^e of peap^f, sqi^.^fiastes will.:be,opei^;tq IMA. 
very conspUt^ry lefl^qtioiMi.^Mtt that, w».«i)i< 
inai, guU^, as anatiMb Wtt^^twra^ftQ^BflM^ 
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subjects, which our lawsdid not permit, and could, 
not possibly prevent ; and secondly, that those 
crimes are not likely to be very namerous^ or to 
add inaterialty to the general ravag^es of the slave 
trade. For the cartiage of slaves by or for ac- 
count of British subjects, being hazardous to the 
ship and cargo, while the carriage of them by 
and on account of foreigners, is safe from all fiscal 
and war risks, the profit of the former, to the had 
men engaged in it, must soon be annihilated by 
the competition of the latter. It must at least he 
reduced to too low an ebb, to leave an adequate 
temptation to the British contraband traders} who 
must add their own persooml dangers from the 
law, to that of the capture and confiscation of 
their property. 

But If illicit importation into our own colonies 
takes place as the law now stands, we shall have 
ho sueh consolation. Independently of the secon- 
dary evils which have been noticed, every slave 
brought thither will be one more victim added to 
the multitude that British avarice has niade. 
Parliament will, therefore, not be guiltless, unless 
we can truly affirm, that it possesses no means 
whhin those oolonies of prevenlion and remedy 
beyond those' penal and other sanctions - with 
which Hie general prohibitions of th^ slave trade 
are at preseot armed/ in other parts of the 
woridi ., t . ... , -. ,. 

<'1iEitb<rtt aMie^ating the question, wfaetber 
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filrUief means woold be eSecttui, it may be easilj 
tbevn^thatuDtriednieaiuBroyettobefQniid. The 
acts in existeocei for insUmce, coat^ do practical 
provisions for the cases of n^ioef Bttlawfallj im- 
ported into oar coloaies> bat not «eized and o<m< 
demned for that cause ; so as to prevent tbeir being- 
kept in a wrongful davery, within the Brikbh 
dominions, for life. 

Perhaps a reader nkiaoquainted vith colonial 
laws and customs^ wiU be ready to exdaim, " What 
new pfOTteion of that sort canbewuited? Hara 
we not courts of law," it aaay be asked* ** in theia 
ndontes ? How.thra can a rmh be held there in 
an illegal riavery fte lU^ witheut his owb cwor 
swit?" 

A man the most conversant with the laws of b1»* 
very now existing, or that ever did exist upop earth, 
except that of negroes in the western world, na^ 
be posed with the same 'apparent difficaltjf. He 
would cooolude, that >tbe oppressed African had 
only to involu the oivil magistrate^ in order to 
obtain immediate redi'ess^ and severely to punish 
the oppressor. SnchamanwottldknowtbeanxioM 
care with which the awful question of slwve or 
frte has been provided for, in point «f evid^nM 
and trial, by every slaVe code^ anctent M mo- 
dern, of which the hisloriaD or tfa$ lawyer is 
infermed. The preeumptibn of htf was levery 
where in favour of freedom ^ the enut proh^ndi 
was every whefeioast flpontb>iifc«M<f })tf wff o Hn« 
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of •judicial inresiigation. and rules of Judgmeot, 
Were calculated to favoikr the.clanq of liberty so 
■greatly, that it was next to 'impossible such a 
-claini/wben well founded, should fail of success. 
It.tii&y'be supposed ' tben, that the AVest-Indian 
master would be called on to shew. his title^j and 
thfttlwhen it appeared to be derired under a c6ii- 
traband impbi^taCiOD, the negro -wouldvat' once 
be enlarged, and compeosated in damages forihis 
extorted' lal^onr, his &lse imprison ment» and . thtt 
other wrongs be.had received. r i: :, .> 

' Unluckily, however, ' these remedies, and <tfae 
rigl^t !(^-eTenialleging the wrong^in aciVU action; 
arie bdrredin the Briti^ West Indies by ooe-ahork 
objection which the complainant cantiotirdniose.^ 
.** Tlic matf is a slave.*' ■ : -..■ 
■■ The anoTcoit lawgivers liad weak Inerves: ij^ 
funijing their slave-codes when comfiAred to our 
British i^semhlies.' Instead ^ of giving. the.6la<rtt 
a right of invoking the civil niagistrate^agaittst 
M men but his master, and in some cases agaijut 
tbet-master himself, the assenibUea hare diaabted 
their slaves from applying to the lawior relief ia 
ariy case) against any free person whatevei;. Th6y 
Gftnqot' be heard as complainants, prosecutors, -or'. 
witnesses; except against persons of their owu; 
unhappy condition. > 

" But here," it may be replied, " you are on*- 
qijestion of slave or free. The complainilnt; 
dei^s that he is ^n law a slave ; and therefore it 
I 

Uignieciby'GOOglC- 
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would be abmrd aa wdl: as unjtti^i Ul ttun iAm 
awajr on the grattndi of- im Blwrek'y;. f mm Tid«t 
exceptio ejuadeMiCirjus; petitur dtaaolntio/ , is a 
maxim not <rf:aby. particular: code. .biit)of.utii!veit> 
sal law; beoaute a plain rale oCstem^ ■tiasaa-.taii 
justice," 

Vety tfua; bat tiiecolom^ conrtsliaTe' still out 
riiort rejoinder : " His skin it btaek." 

The ' asiemblies ■)!«« again har^ improved 
wonderfiiily upon the lAaim codes o£\ all otitet 
countries and timesi Tbey have dnolved tfae 
master frtnn tbff trooMoRHne duty, of prbTing.-fais^ 
title. They have reveraed tbe. nnneraal.pre* 
snraptioD of other lairs ; facing it, notiirfiircMic' 
of Ireedom, but against , it. They hawicast the 
burthen of proof on the weaker, and: helplett 
party. The Ei^lhh lord; xthmn trying tfae-^ues- 
tion of vill««pagewitbhi*alleged villetu orisl«M> 
was obliged even to brteg- into, court the' near 
I'elattens'of bis opponent to- prove Uie hereditary 
tfonditioor The Weit-Iadia' master need-jwoduoe 
•nly die alleged ^ave himself.. HM-cmiditioa is 
recorded onhis&ce. 

This compatison between ancienfe and addera 
lawgivMS is, we sboald admit, ,ta> one rs^MiA 
mere farourable to tim formw in .the appanraW 
than the true conclusion to whiohiit leads.. Tfai^ 
atora-code^on the wbote# were certainly. fiit )es# 
illiberalwtdhwBhthw thosaxrf' the ITeat-Iadilk 
islands j but is tbeir bare to prevent jfta. nM 
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/hm being wrok^fty reduced to dwroy, tbe 
ancient legi^itore liad moiiTes md fteliDgs from 
wtuch. lawgivers id the new world, in forging 
lietleiB' for the rukfortoMte AincuH, bxvm beea 
ivMBpti If^e foriii«r had itilSsred theq-iglrtsof* 
■hMtei' to (be mwagfall/ assDnied wa a free ^r- 
Bon Willwut proridii^^ a<iieiiiedy for itfae wrong, 
Aey. tkeiMelvte, th«r friends, or (hew pb8ierHy» 
D«^t>lMvebe*n wctittB of nidh injtwtice. The 
voice of the free part ^f the conmairity wonfd 
h»e ««ilaiaaied agaiimit tbe daoagerotu defect. 
But .asflemUies.fltf wbke men, elected by ^ite 
nett aldae,. h»d tto danger to fear fer them* 
miftH -ot tbeir cnitistitmeots fnam'akxMns'of taw 
&B> ifikpeMdik^poes to o^prea^ioo. As slava 
SMfltfefB, And pinvhaaers in the African market^ 
k was conrcaiieat to tbcm tliat their titles 
riiontd set be ditturbed by daias (tf lireedoia. 
As.nie&tintetttced wHfa creolkm prgudioe, ifaey 
badlffeUetenderMiB £ar the freedom of the Afri- 
can <aiw.. They jiitbfrwiiJied that eTerybUuA man 
Wfiein Ikct/ai veli as by legid prcsumpUon,« 

' In thiB, and ot&er instattces, negro slavery is a 
flMiroe of great injustice, firom the same pecnlir 
Biity that has giv^n birth to most of its practical 
aggravations} Uie strong and repalsive corporeal 
ditttnetions betwefen the slaves and die free 
ttcmbers' of the connnunity in which they live, 
U net only destroys sympaUiy, and increases the 
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'coatempt every ivhere inspired by a servile stet^, 
.bat facilitates oppresdve legiBlation. 

Wbile aq ordinary title to slaves in our col<i^ 
jiies. was a purchase made of them in the yard<tf 
«; Goiaea factor> there .was, we should fnitbtf 
admit, some slight. apology for reversing the.riib 
.of other slave codes. Jo . the way that Jias . been 
^loticed. It might have ibeen modified, at leas^ 
without .further blame than such as arose frojn 
the nature of the ^slave :trade itself. The title of 
Mie. seller in Africa, , could cot be traced and 
verified on the o^her side of the Atlantic. B 
most.have dependedin point <^ right, so to ispeak;. 
aot only oaiiKts arJsitig in Africa, bat on Aiiriean 
low. Itmigfat.have been excusable,- therefore, td . 
require, of the master -of a native African claia*' 
ing : to be. free, to prove only his purchase from: 
tbeGeioea; fiwtorj and that the negro was one 
(ff a <^rgD. previously brought from Afi^ca in a 
slavi6 ^ip; Jiving it open to turn to impeach that) 
title, if he c<Mild, byishewing.tfaat he had beev 
wroRgfullyf carried ;from.^the coast. In other 
words, the legal presumption should have gone' 
^ fu|ther th^nH^iSj-that priptfi^aai. every negro 
exported from ,Afr|ci^. as a :^are> was. actually 
if} that condition by thp lav? :<4 'he coHOtry^ from: 
vhich be came. Tojextend ifi^rt;her, w^cleacly: 
tp outstep the nec^ty.of.thgCjftse. ijt^pplyiogi 
the presumption of slavery, tbprefpre,, to ever/i 
ipau with fi black ^kin, wbereyer bprp,, gitd.ial 
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whatever way he cftme into the master's posses- 
sion, the assemblies were guUty of a'harsh inno- 
'Tation, Tor ^ which no excuse could be alleged, 
-eTcn- while the sfave trade- was permitted by 
law.' ■ -f 

But howeter far the rule might have beea 
defensible at that period, the Abolition, if sin- 
'cerely acqaiesced in by the assemblies^ -woiild 
baVe' plainly prescribed' to them to. pass a lav 
ibr its inmiedidte repeal. il 

' - The case was'' now radically changed-r- Instead 
tff inAportsitioh from Aiirica raising a' presumptioiL 
of lawfsl slavery,' it.wasto constitute infuture it 
clear title to. freedom. - ' ' 

In respect of ^paat importations, indeed the rnl^ 
tedticed totlw dimensions already suggested, might 
have been Ep'eQially retained. Proof o£ a purchase 
Under QAiM^ortation from the.slave.coast, priorto 
#anutiry ]a08; might have been allowed to esta^ 
blish jbrnri^/aCAf the condition of slavery. Bat 
thenoeforib/iAo legal Hght to bold a: pegro in 
bondage, ceotd. arise by any means whateyer.ont 
of the British West Indies; oonseqaently the rr^ht 
itself' could' always admit of proof witfaitt thtt 
ftnaster's power; The&iliireofsuchpr6(^/ttu^re- 
fore, must warrant the oohclusion, that the eondt^ 
ii<>A has-been uniawliiUy intpbsed. ..•-■'-> 

' To codrtinae tiie! general presuroptionof law* 
MllV tfto tiie -Uher side,, what, is it.'bnt.yirtuaUy; 
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io witlutfmd aod fnutrirte the eaMmmts of the 
-British ForliameDt ? 

Let us look at a ituticoliir and very probid4e 
joase, that may arise 00 the Abolitiioo, Act 47Ut 
Geo. III. cap. 36, see. 7< Native Africans, when 
innlftwfuUy imported or carried as^hMWiarOt ajfter 
■aeizure.aDd cooAeaHntioa, <o he apprenticed, or 
otherwise provided for by a gq«i<di«« $ bnt ihey 
are toJw free. Creole negroes. ;tite tohjects of ^ 
like offence, are, after condenitttioB, to be fr?e 
MUhaat any such teaaparary restmioL In boUt 
loaaw, t^r title to :tbe rigfatsji^ free nan* in the. 
firitidi territory to. wiiiefa4twyajw earried, 4s pot 
only the necessary effect, hot (he eacpnesi ordiaa- 
;tion of theatttbtite. Yetwhat wo«U ])»4he^Eect 
«f jthe inaal^r law,ifanyi^theMin»eD,:ertite'inae 
•f tbe^iwaoMB, thus eafranohised by^ParbanMBb 
avete.i^t«fnn>rdslield inelavery iaBBraliBhjslaafL? 
-They cooid not stand in jud^nent to asseit thitt 
ckatutaUa. right. If aEBertedCDrtbeni, by Habeas 
Corpvsy at tbe instance of sdaip boM ami gaseeoils 
patren, tbei# ocdour is a preaaraptioa- Oif tiamery 
aa^h he <}euld :n«t repel, unless vafainkeer wit- 
aessQS'Of tiie.same ohanaoter wonld eone forwaid 
topiieveby affidaritall theaecessafy fiicts. Ha 
would then, bare toi workop agaiBit.Ue wiod.atid 
tide of local prejudice, at aibeary extHMue ; iwd 
fifiarallrwithoutthageod wiILafa:lii«ieliof«l»Te 
npsten, could not hope for jucscie. The ottm 
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ppohandi re^ag upoti hins; isnyMr' in'hia eVi» 
dence as to identity, or o^erwise; wvnM' be 'deei*' 
aiye againat-him; and if the design Were itDJlsti 
lifr could -have no appeal: 

If a condemn Btloh nftder which' tito- enflvs-^ 
chisement ttrose, were Tcicenft itttlMd^ and' id that 
same island, some facilities of proof migbtbe eoe*' 
pected 3 St least where the Acgrv had: b€i«» Sn tii« 
charge- of a pablic guardf an^ vrfaode - official obi^ 
racter would oatumlly prompt bitn tofamisk at 
Tolnntary affidavit, and protMrhinrAwn-reseitt- 
nent in tbbt tensive service ; bat still, Hic- ■gene-'- 
roQs patron must bcfound; and a derious ffspeosein^ 
curred, b^or« the oasa oonldJbe brougltt at-aBrtm 
judicial notices 

The cases, however, which aremost likjely t* 
arisej and Which. unquestionably at' tbb mooa^rt/ 
exist, in most if not all of enrisiaDds/uethaseof 
Africans cland^tlMly imported, wAo^never hare 
been seized and- eufianclraed >by oondenniati<ta]i> 
and thereto re eon havmoevidesoe of'thdr right to. 
freedom (whi(A'they deverthslees dearly possess)^ 
unless they oould prove the ofiiSDce)<ff'whi(^they> 
have been the victims. 

If these men could' lawfully" implead' ibeik^ 
Ppprffison and if in such a suit? or upon any com'' 
plaint ontheir behalf, before a'competcnt: tribunal^^ 
he were bctund to'-pravt his right tO'detain them, 
in d8V6ryj they might probably obuinrdief; for 
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i^MHniCtke sU .4f perj arions testimonyi aadforgery 
too ID moit.oates, be could -not make ouF his title. 
fitaH- the. iaiquitbus rale in- questipD . delivers 
faiu from all these embarrasBqients. - Tbey, are 
bhe£ii anS the pEeaaiiiptioii o( law abscilves taut 
&dm thetnk.iof pcoviog either his title, or their 
oonditiOD.. :.. > 

■: Aslo!tbeactbfcoHkrabaQdimp9rtatie«,baff'ar« 
Ibeyt6.prav« it, evieo-iftiiey coutd'«onapel the at> 
tendaoce of witneaaes for the purpose i Tbeir fel- 
lovflDfiereraacenot competent, from the wune op^ 
pressiye . rule } for though freeio iaw.-lifee them- 
ftelves» they must be presumed to'he&l9Vie8,'9eiQg' 
Hf^oea, tfaey.caDDot.be sworn as. witpessep ,tJlL 
their own freedom is eatsblished. Jhe HfhHe per-' 
sataff, if any, who kxtovf the: fined, ai;e nojt only 
friends or depmdaDtfli but most probnblyaccoin-. 
ptiees, of their «pi>onent. 

It is plain Uien, that in this most probable and. 
ordmary case, relief .would be in general hdpeless.- 
Accordingly with- all the- reasons .that have fotfea.- 
ttoticed for concluding, that Uie illicit introduction- 
of alaves has.been large in some colonies, and has^ 
taken place in somedegreeip tliemall.nQiDstance] 
of l^al.' redress to any of the sufferers has yet 
been : heard of; nor any application to a courts 
or magistrate on' their behalf. 

If Q^roeseotitted to freedom under the Abo-' 
litioQ Acts .wer&delivefed eveB from the httuds. of; 
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tiatT ptltttte oppKfiors, as they would be in cases 
of Misure and coadem&Mion, their freedom would 
still be in extreme and constant peril, while this 
iniqaitous presnmptiOftof law, afld^ome practical 
raleri ihat are fotrtided ixpoti it, remain um'epealed. 
To siibb a cruel extreme does the principle pre- 
rail in Jaittaica and most othet colonies, that a 
negro hi j;>resumed to be, and h deah with ad, a 
starti, eren when nobody lays cisdm to him as 
mastet-. Sncfa persons are actnally takeh up, 
seised and sold li^n tluft presumption only, 
and upon the no less inequitable inference 
drawn fh>m it, tiiat ffaey ara fugitives, and 
(rf* a character dahgerons to the police. By 
positire law a negro, who has no master, may be 
apprehended by any 'white person and carried to 
tbe nearest gaol, l^e gaoler, or deputy provost- 
marshal, is then required to advertise him, with' 
his bodily description : and if he be not claimed by 
some master who can prove his property within a' 
limited time, the prisoner is to be publicly lold. 
as a slave, and the price lodged in the colonial 
treasury, to be paid over to the master if he 
afterwards appears, otherwise to be applied to 
the public service. 

No eicception is made in those acts in favour 
of negroes claiming to be tree; nor any means. 
whatever provided', to enable them to prove their 
liberty. If a man were to be sold with his deed 
of ittAnuOiissioB in hi} haiad, it would be per- 
K 
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fectly cons^tent with the law j and the purchaser 
would nerertheless have a good title to hold him, 
in slavery .for life. 

. Nor are these acts a deiad letter. On the cod^ 
tEary, tbey, are iiL,Terj fi-equQOt| usQ ; as every, mita 
who reads the West-Indi^ newspaper* must kuow. 
Ijp the Jamaicfi G^ettes .especially, Jt.JK .quite, 
common to see;notices from, fbe deputy provost* 
marshall's office in respect , of negroes thus 
dealt with* who are advertised to bf.wld, unless 
claimed by spfnebodytfaat cauprove his property 
as master. 

In the greater part of thosei^rdinary-case?, or 
nearly the whole of them, it may fiitrjy be inferred 
that the unfortunate prisoner alleged himself to 
beafree man ; because juffae had coi^essed himself 
a slave he would presumably also have told to 
whom he belonged, or given such further account 
of himself as would have led to the discovery of 
the -master. Men claimiog their freedom there- 
fore, and found in the actual possesion of it^ and 
contradicted by nobody,, are sold into slf^very by 
the police, merely because ttiey are black. The 
only additional requisite is a non-claim wbjch- 
tends to make it highly probable, that. they are 
lawfully free. , ^ , 

What is to guard negro^ imported in a.clan- . 
destine slave trade from beiogi victims of these 
most uDJnst and inhum9^Jaws?,JPiey,|nigbt be 
imported even with that very viewj for these acts 
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present an obvious and easy course by which the 
smuggler (nr his vendee might contrive to gain a 
g66d t-rtlej in- contempt of the Britisth statutes. . 
' Surely the abrbgation of laws like these, is one 
mean at least which ought to be tried for the more 
effectual abolition of the slave trade. 

But here a difficolty may, perhaps, suggest it- 
self, as to the execution of any measure whatever, 
adapted to such stt end, within the Britbh islands. 
If such be the hostility to those laws iii the minds 
'of the! colonists in general, and if judges and 
others concerned in the administration of public 
justice are too much infected with, or overawed 
■by, that populfu* feeling, to execute the laws with 
impartiality in cases of contraband importation, 
and of slavery wrongfully imposed ; how, ?t may be 
asked, are those evils to be prevented by any new 
enactments that are to be executed in the West 
Indies by the colonial courts? 

** Reveree," it may be.said, "the unjust and op- 
probrious maxim that is here complained of; place 
tile presumption of law where it ought to be, on 
the side of freedom ; provide for the convenient 
trial of the question slave or free; and lay the onus- 
probandiinit on the master; still, if that question 
must be tried by a colonial court and jury, there 
will be a strong leaning on the master's side; 
and in the clearest case of freedom, the party un- 
justly held in bondage may obtain no relief." 
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The oondasiootin regard to any sMuarc whK^ 
depends for ite efficacy wlelj on forenuc proceed* 
iDgs in the qpIoDiei, is right. Mncb, indaecU would 
be dtme to lesseD the evil by those imiM'OTwnmts 
in the law. There are limits beyond w^ich. local 
, prejudices, however powerfitl, will not ajwajs be 
able easily to warp the administratioii of public 
jj^ice. In flagrant cases, a sense of what ip due to 
character, or even sometiagws Ugber principles: of 
conduct, may tarn the scale in lavour <^ the 
oppressed. Besides, means might be Souad to 
rerieWf by appeal, decisions mftnifestty wnjost 
Every lawyer at least will feel the vast importance 
of the difference between the present state of 
things, and one in which the negro could put the 
alleged master on the proof of that riglit which 
he assomcs, in the form of an issue at lav- 21 i» 
even the more important on aiccoant c^ tb« dis- 
favour which he has to expect from the eoui^ 

Still, however, partiality would op9wM> ve 
adont, in a great and mischiewQils degree. It v 
highly desirable, therefore, ia 4ns and every viei^ 
thfU; means should be devised, if possible* to auk^ 
thetruecondition pf the colonial negvoesiPWttcfO^ 
public, notoripu^ and- eonclasire evtdeneej fx^ 
as can never be wanting to prove a true c«ie» a^ 
cannot be &bricated to support « false one. 

It is a still greater tiesiderntum tfaM the 19«^ 
so to be provided should he caleulftted t« WA i> 
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gfsnend without Uw direct aud active aid ofabj 
court or magistrate. The regulations on this 
object should be such as niay» if pof«ible» ensure 
tkedr own execution. 

There are raeaasi happilyi by which all these 
deaideTata may be supplied^ aad.'perfect obedience 
to tbe abolition 1awi>, within our islands, effec- 
l««Uy secured. 

The means are not hard to find. They hare 
faaen^ready devised, by his Majesty's Govern- 
tatint. They have been established by law in 
^ree of our sugar cotonies. In one, they have 
been carried into full execution. These meant 
are no oUier thaa th« estaUishii^ throughout 
tfaeBriti^West Indies, a public r^istry of slavei^ 
with regulations similar to those which are con- 
feained in an intf rament before alluded to, the 
Order of his' B«yal Highneu the Prince Hegent 
ii» Council for registering the Slaves in Trinidad. 

A short cixplanaUott of the genef al ptan of that 
registry, and the leading pr«vit}io9s of the Order 
iaConnoil which establuhed it^will furni^ nearly 
sU that it is neeessary to add under Uie present 
head of ittquiryi 



General Plan of a Registry of Slaves. 

The geaeral object of this plan is to obtain a 
pnlilic recond nf the naaies and descriptions of all 
psraoaa lawfiiUy fadd in slavery in cedi r»pectiv« 
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island. For this purpose, it is obviously necessuy^ 
in the first place, that full and accurate returos 
should be made of .the existing stock of Slaves. 
These, which are required to be made as soon ai 
conveniently may be' after promulgation of the 
law, are called the original returns, and the record 
which is to be made of them the original regittry. 

But the indivfduBls composing this unfortoaste 
class will be progressively changed, by deaths, 
by births, by enfranchisements, and by importa- 
tion from other British colonies (if that practice 
be still permitted). It is necessary, therefor^ 
that the originsd registry should be periodicaUj 
corrected and enlarged, by new returns of all 
such changes as have taken place since thie last 
preceding registration. 

Annual returns have been thought not too 
frequent for this purpose. It is,- therefore, re* 
quired that within a limited time after a givea 
day in each year, new returns shall be mad^ 
specifying all such subsequent changes; and that 
by these the records of the original registry shall 
be from time to time corrected and enlarged ; so 
that they may always exhibit, immediately after 
the last annual returns are reoorded, an account 
and specification exactly corresponding with the 
stock of slaves at that time existing iii the colony. 

Such a registry being formed, arid perpetually 
kept, in a public office within the oolony. Is to 
be hereafter the necessary evidence of the servile 
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condition of peisond resident within the island to 
which it belongs. >No negro or ikiulatto is to be 
hereafter, ti^ated, soldi or conveyed, as a slave, 
unless he.ha».been dnly registered as such. ; Od 
the question. bf idase or free, the absence^of tin 
party's name and, description, in the registry, is 
to be conclusive! evidence of his freedom. - 

In framing records thatare to^ have these im- 
portant consdquenees> great care must >be taken 
to secure their fiitness and precision, their triitb; 
their accuracy,' and their duration. 

To these ends, every owner ofi slaves in the 
colony is required, on pain of the loss of his pro- 
perty in them, to make bis return of them upon 
oath> in a prescribed form, and with a yariety of' 
specifications, such, as'are best calculated to pre- 
vent any future incertitude as 'to their identity. 
Their sexes, names, age^, statures, and, other cor- 
por^eal distinctions, are toi be s^ forth, truly and 
car^lly, in schedules annexed to the returns: 
These are all to be inserted in the books of record, 
and the slaves are , to be registered under the 
names of the different plantations - or owners to 
whom they respectively belong. Any change 
of property in them is to be notified in the next 
annual return, and the registry is to be corrected 
accordingly. 

. Provisions arc made for correcting or supplying 
involuntary errors or omissions^ during su«h a 
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limited period « viO enable owuen, wbMber 
present in, or abseot from the caiotty, to discover 
and repair the errors or dcAwlts of their agents ; 
btU after that period no alteratkn in the original 
or aanual registries, is to be allowed. 

Special exceptions, hoverer, are made, a&d 
carefully gn&rded from abuse, in favour of owaov 
under temporary dis^ilitiesj and (tf parties having 
property or interests ia slaves «f which they are 
not in inilnediate possession. 

In the latter onse, the general nature of the 
expedient is to transfer to the parties out of 
possession, «. g, mortgi^eest or parties having 
.reversionary interests, the title forfirited by t^ 
party, in possession ; and to cast on (iiem also tbe 
daty of repairing hb default by a.properregistrm* 
tion within a limited titne*. 

* Hie noB-regBtntiiHt of aay tUvtt by moitgagora in pos- 
ica^OB, tk« tboM suMt lilwl; t« hi|^>e», ii, perh^, aat 
guutl«d againit in the Trjwdad Order m itrongl; n Mbets. 
Tie mortgagee becomes eodtled to immediate posKuion, add 
is to hold the nnregislered ifaves irredeemably Hithout ai^ 
aUowamSe for their Talfie in a futnre aceoiutt; but it iMM 
bove been better if tbe cqnil; at nedeaiptioa ot tbeHfM^ 
mortgaged premises had bees forfeited. .... 

The same priucipJe, perhaps, ought to have been extended 
to fofCeltures by lather defiiulters, having liibitoj intereits ia 
pcMUMioB, utia oqat tc regiifer p«rt snl; ^ At ikfcfl? sad 
to the avoidance also of an entire conveyance ,of,^yf>>,jy 
land and slaves together, where some only of the slayef are 
snre^stered. Bjl the l^iwdad Order it Is v(£ut'ss''t(i die 
ltttvsal>.- ■ -^: ■ 
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' To protect still better the rights ^ iiifonts> and 
other iDcompetent persons, an official inquest is 
superadded* to discover and supply any defaults 
of their guardians or trustees. 

A variety of other prorisions are made, to pre- 
Teut, as much as possible, any particular injustice, 
faaivlship. or inconvenience to which individuals 
might be exposed by the errors or defaults of 
others. 

The danger of fraudulent alterations and inter- 
polations in the registry, and of the destruction or 
mutilation of the registry itself, by fire or other 
means, wilful or accidental, is guarded against by 
a special provision, which, in other important 
re^»ects also, is essential to the plan. Exact 
daplicates are to be made of the books of original 
registry, and full abstracts are to be formed of 
the aubsequent annual returns: and both are to 
be tnuismitted, promptly and carefully, to hie 
Majesty's principal Secretary ofState for the colo- 
nial d^artment in England, in whose office they 
ace to renuun ; and the entries in tfa^e are to be 
continued by the periodical corrections and addi- 
tions which the abstracts from time to time supply. 
It is obvious that a separ^e pi^lig 9ffice in 
X<ond<m would be a fitter depository for this 
duplicate registry; «s it will Be necessary to allow 
of fr^ueut seftreheftin its and the colonial de- 
partment is already but too much overcharged 
vith bunoesfl in . proportion to its official eitap 
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bliihni«Qls» But At Kii^ in CoattcU bad m^ the 
power of QStablubiDg- by the royal 4uthoji^.« 
reguter office, with proper reguhuticfitf; in ttm 
couDtry. 

The boolu> and duplicates, and abstracts, are 
all to be certified in the most sqlemn niatm^:!^ 
the Registrar, and verified by hi« oath b^are the 
Governor; whose hand and seal of officer ape 
further to authenticate these important records 

The severest penalties arejuinexed toan^'lact 
of forgery or fraud on the part -of ihe Registksr 
t>r his clerks { and anxious provisions . are. made 
for his independency, and for exempting him 8> 
much as possible from local influence. < 
" ^Persons convicted of holding or attempting -to 
hdA in slavery, any negro unlawfully impoiteli 
by means of any fraudulent return, or entry, are, 
•besides a severe penalty, inc^paoitate^afterwarii 
to hold or possess any slaves. - ■.- '• 

Extracts frorh the books certified by the re- 
gistrar are declared to be prima fade erid^f^ ^ 
the registration of the slaves contained 'ia< then j 
but liable to be corrected by produciidn or^stv- 
nination of the books themselves. ' 8ucfc-e'i«id6nB* 
V ms^e necessary to th« Establishment of 4be 
inastei''s title, not only as bet*ewi' WmselfawS 
a ■negro claimed as his slav«,'but in any' aiitaoa 
brought for thie recovery trf Buch proper^ !tie- 
iween free persons-. '■■" '■'. ■■ ■■''■ '••'' ■■'-''■ •■! 

7n proceeding^ under thislaifr.'U isto^beho^t)^- 



..gniecib, Google 



that he is a^Uve;. when tiis' ri|(ht 'tdft^iedommm^ 
depend on the erent of the suit ; and the evMi^ed 
•f iddlffcvenlf ':wi<(teMMJ-h«iiVg; *oi*>^lle|^; t«il]e> 
sktr«i>«iBy'ba'<tBMitted; subj6at to all jast 4}bj^- 
iiotifii^thmt'<ktiiit.' ^ ' ■'-'■'' ■'■'■' ■■"' 

• iStMti 'i^ the g^eral -ratline knd effed; df Atii 
n6*/ ikwai IVllttdad^ b^ &n' extendi(}ii of whic1^ . 
•iviibvftw amenAneHfs, to <)iit eoltiriieft at larj^; 
«H4lhfe'tfrfrt'tf.*7«ttfttiB<*S(^-'iftdlcii%erf Trill-be' fiiliy 
snpplledl ' '■■ Ef ery IS^ tif ^VHXing 'the lAbdlttfda 
Acts %hich li*A'.bdtiii'rfiiewtiib"b^F*ftkip*n bfffi* 
«>iMing'I&w9,fhll.bj'aUcK^bieBhsyt^;bepr&cldd«(}^ 
The suppites^ii ' of -tlte iiUvc - tfiad«; i&'fiit ^ 
resp^ts;. ImporttrtEfaninfio' Wie^'-BriKsb' iiiolfa'i^esj 
will be efieCiaarand fco'mp\tte. 'Wli'dt 'iii'stit! 
better, the mischievoas hope of a future'siirfi^iy 
from ittitiil importation, ' will be "extiiigutshed ; 
^ndthe beneficent efifecfs i^hlch the J^bbllHcrn 1^ 
fittetl tdprbdhce upon the ti:elitni«Qt ofth6'^IaV^, 
i#jlMn conseqbeftcte be rtiilSsedand secured.''""'^ 
. Iti'is ^JWaytit 'fhafsiicH' UHvr Will preVen^ 
♦he illicit iotrodiictlinof'Sslaves Ihto the BHif 
tlA colonies, fer better tlian'llh^' severest peiiat^ 
■ tie8-'denoum*ed hy k ii^hib1tcfr^Bt^rtritet'W;flf 
' *i!f take- awtij- iff! the %^r^ig^^ oP VfiStvirti^fc' 
Ntt p^'6fierty'iri *ei'ft^red'''Africatis'"Cari'by'^6-' 
4«ke(t 'bHrl«hsfei^?«("tb''ttHsW. ■■'isro-l'^g^h-of 
time oBnevwi grftf'ia ^gbt' of oWnersftlp 6Ver 
them» 6ftheir-offsprtiig."NdValid security upon 
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them can be created. Every mortgage or oonv^- 
anoe, of which they are the labieat* will be void 
in law*. 

Xo pot tliem on a pla^akHW, and mix tiiesa 
with B registered gang, will 'produce conseqncsh 
ces fatal even to the security aad alienability. of 
the property with which they are bo blmded. 
The gang will do longer correspond with ^e 
recorded list and defcription»-Hhe fiitnre annn^ 
returns must the»o<<pr^ be for everialse and per- 
jnrona; or a:digpov«ry ofdie«|fEenicewill bemade. 
If the estate iata beisold or nunlgagcdj there will be 
a simHar dilemma. The smngglfHl negroes must 
be excepted, and the fraud and perjury which 
had been praotiBed in that way disclosed; or else 
the conveyance will be vitiated, and a forfeiture 
c^the property incurred. 

The hazards incident to trances against tise 
laws now in existence, will at <the same time be 
multiplied. If a prosecutor be found, or if the 
compUiints of the negroes wroogfoUy enslaved, 
be brought in any manner <o judicial notice, 
$ reference to the public register will at once 
coaclusively shew ihat the com[4ainfmts are iree 
men in pfnftt oC law. They m^t, 4^refore,vbe 
discharged; andwiUbecomedompet^at witaesi^ 
to bring home t» their oppressor the fqlopjous 
crime which he has coamiitted.i->rlf he^as pot 

' * See the lut note. Tbe aineiidnMiit there suggested u 
asnuned to be nude in mwm t^ the fidlowing renurks. 
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coneemed in' the impqrtatioQ, bat porchasied 
them of the smogglera prior to the Imst BBOutal 
return, the crime of peijury under the Register 
Act.iit leut may be brought home to hun by 
their evideoce. 

BeMde^ a pfauiter thus offimding, would not 
only have to expose his own property to forfititnre, 
and hnmelf to an iaftmous judgment by his owo 
personal Eetams ; he must aLso« when an ab- 
sentee ^tbt most ordinary case of West India 
pr^rietors)* find ^(ents willing to sacrifice itheir 
eonsctenees, and expose themselves to paUki in- 
Auny. by swearing to fiUse returns on- bis behaU» 
in order to bear him out in the crimes he has 
boAmitted. To attornies. and managers of that 
profligate character, he must commit the care of 
a valuable estate; for in his absence the annual 
rataros must be made on his behalf by the same 
r^reaentatives who are intrusted with the pb$f 
session of the estate and slavn. Men capiU>le of 
such oBfcnces are not likely to be very prorideat 
for the safceof others; yet it may sometimes be 
a further consideration, deterring from the crime, 
that the executors and trustees tuid other po8tlw-> 
iBQUBxepreMntativeB of the ofiendermost also be 
wea of. profligate principles, willing to commit 
perjnry in the custody and adminialration of hit 
property : for otherwise discovery and forfeiture 
most infidlibly take place at his decease. 
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Tiie last and mostimpartant of the desiderata - 
vhiob wenotic4d,theD^wUlbysadiiDeaiisbeiHi{]^ 
pii]^Bii|jptied.-:TfaeEanctioii8 0faEegUterActha!Te 
api inheteat adf-^fependent 'efflcienoj ; a potner <^ 
exacting obedience to the rules prescribed, nith- 
dDt die inter^btf^b of: ftny ec^cmisl court^'or 
execiitiTe (^osf , to efrforce tbem. Froth -j^ 
gard to his own iatffi^itt frottttfaff fear of losing 
Im power oyer hid .own property,. aad erett the 
property itsesli the owner of slaves. wiU be 
careCul to faarerttiemi ' dvly returded, and to m^e 
tbe r^^ered efidffnce of his t^tle lUways cor- 
respi^id H'lth the ^t^ing State of tbe gang. 



-The inquiry secondly proposed it thus brought 
to a satisfActoryf^osel Titere are meabs iii'tfae 
power of Parnmueiit, nbt only more'efieatual thaa 
any which it hab yet eniployed, but siich as btfm 
a sure and Sufficient eflicacy to prevent tbf 
claitdMtine importation of slares into our oolo- 
oies; Alt tb« mischieis-that ba^ been shemtto' 
. be the «lelanc^<dy fruits ofthafabuse,'or Of 'the 
eBpeetftion't^itj.may'be ea^y ppcchided.' Ite^ 
tiaoMbt has'only to do Sn 'our eot0aie» iai laygiq 
itfhat^tbererowik has altaady ^^onb at Tripiladv'SCJ 
Lilcie* and thti Irid «f-Fe^fce. • ■ 
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The Objectless that may be .raised t» an Jet of 
Parliament for registering the^iaves in i/te. Bri- 
tish Colonies, contidered. 

It remains ODly to coDkider,Xhe;}s8t sul^^ct ofm- 
quiry proposed, " whether thie. moa^s wbicU have 
been suggested are of sucik aikiod. that there \» 
any just reasoo vby they sbouJd not be imgier 
diately ado|4ed }" 

The obje^ons which may,be. naised against 
the establishing a registry of slaves in all our 
colonies on the pfinciples which, have nojv been 
indicated, are partly .the same which wem naade 
in.the case ofTrinidad; and putjy U)09« whieh 
may be drawn hom tbed)£rerenti:^Ofiatitution9.aAd 
lawsof other colonies. 

The. £c>riiier .may be dispatf^^.with a oions 
stnnmary c<nifiidei»kio(i than . the: latter ; .because 
as they were, after very patient %Qd fuU delibera- 
ti«o, omrdtuled by his M^jerty'e ^verAnwjait;, a 
prasqqiptioa agftinek them fairly ■. arisen wi A^m^ 
gponnd ; and becawe.alaa, \^ey^. Iwte nowiiarpart 
receired a practical ceftttatipni)'! .v. :.\ , . 

Tbemeasare, Ui tiie first pUc^ wsa .truly said 
to be one that ofiercd greab.nalefU»jbo..tfae pop«- 
lar feelings in Tfinidad i and t&e mbms objeotion 
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m»y DO doubt be nUed with equal truth iu respect 
of Jamaica, and all other sugar colonies. Va- 
derstaoding, as we here mast, by the people, not 
the population at large, but the small miuority 
who have white complexioiis, it is probable that 
their voices would be pretty strongly, and pretty 
unanimously, opposed to a measure of this land. 
But if this were a valid objection, we ought not to 
have passed the Abolition Acts ; for it is impossible 
that a more general, or a more violent opposition, 
can be raised among the white colonists^ against s 
register act to enforce the Abolition, than that 
with which they combated, the Abolition itseli 

The popular voice in every country ce^tajoly 
deserves great respect from the legislature j for 
the grand object of all good laws, is the happi- 
ness of the people at large ; and though a con- 
munity may sometimes widely mistake the proper 
means of its own happiness, thb, among a polished 
arid intelligeot people, is inore likely to be the 
exception than the rule. Besides, itb one species 
of infelicity to have laws imposed uponnjwiM^ 
we greatly dislike. 

But the case is veiy.diffierent, vrtien one order 
- in k state has iDt'erests distinct from* and oppo***^ 
to, those of the rest, and opposition comes from 
that order alone: moce especially, when thtt 
order comprises, Kke the white class in our c<doDieSi 
avery smdl proportion only of those whose welfore 
may be affected by the law in question.. Kor is 
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tbe; op^OBitioD of socha particular order, dese^T' 
ingof the more respect, because the great m^oritj; 
coaipnaing all other classes, is sUeot, when that 
BkAo^'is known to be not a matter (^ choice, 
bnt & necessary consequence of the strict aod des- 
potic snbordinatioD ia which tbey are held, tn 
such a- case, the legislature is bound to consider 
whether the silent majority have really an interest 
in the adoption of the measure opposed. If bo, 
dam tacent clamant t their incapacity to speak' for 
themselves, is equivalent to a host of petitions i 
the popular voice is Virtually on that side. 

To' deny' this, would be to adopt the principles 
of West-Indiaii legislatioii, and to suppose that 
laws oiight to' be niade for the sake of the privileged 
ord'SI^ alone. 

' tiie measure was also represented in the peti* 
tious'abd r'emonsti^tiees from Trinidad, to be oV- 
jeii'tionable i& point of expense. The charges of 
the' registry were provided for in the Order in 
Council by some very moderate fees to be.paid on 
returns and official certificates; and in the general 
disposition to quarrel with the measure at large; 
th^ p'fbaiice of fliese fees was magiiifieil W'the 
cd^t^jpHah^ beyotid all bounds of probabtlity.' 
Sm^'^ ak*' objection as '^this," fiowevei*, it wdft 
A>un3ed^'Migbt'A'aye'been easily oaviated withoM 
sacfriii^i'ng'aii^' tTiing^essentiartb Ihe ' pTan' of a 
tegTsl^y itselif?* If need' not, tiierefel ^ 1^^^'er^ ' 
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Thd perstfoal dutiet imposed on the owneri 
.were also complained of as nnreasonably oaerons. 
It is nainral enough for men to be averse to any 
species of trouble the object and fruits of iriiieh 
tfae}r;£Blike. ' Bat surely it is not toomoch'to 
rcquita of one. man to write a few ilines once « 
yiKTf in order ihat another may tfot b« unliiw- 
fttlly-o^MipeHedtodrudge for him under the whip 
forU^. 

,iAll'tlMt=thesG gentlemen are called apon to 
doj'is. less .than erery housekeeper- in England 
must perform erery year, not merely for the por* 
pose of apcertainiog bis property and cstaWish- 
nent^.buC for the unpleasant further purpose of 
pa/fiag taxes upon them. Printed blank forms to 
be. distrtboted by the registrar in the West Indies, 
nMy' be £l)e<i np by a man who has many slai^es, 
in lesff time.tfaan a gentleman in this country can 
inaJce his returns for th^ property tax, the 
assaued tKses, and tbe retarns under the militia 

Mtt, 

Iatrtitb( the new personal duties would be lesj 
culsiQus than those which are already imposed in 
the colonies;by subsisting lavsyfor which theyoiight 
b&tnade^hesub^tute.: At present, in mostofouc 
itUndsyaanual returns qf slaves are required for tbft 
p.urp«8,eS'0f internal revenue^ and in some of theini 
the new meliorating acts hare required annual 
returns of the births and deaths on each plantatioO) 
with many other specifications, as checks on ttiQ 
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ioliananity of masters. That these laws have not 
beeD,aiid were nei^er meant to be ot»eyed, is an 
answer to which the supposed objectors will per- 
haps not cboose to resort. 

PcecedeDts still 6tter to silence such complaints 
may be. found aonong these insular laws. An a>cC 
of Grenadaiiior instance, dated in 1786, obliges 
all free liegroes, mttlattoes, and other ,coloared 
persons to do the same identical acts for the pwblic 
manifestation, of their numbers, persons, and con- 
dition^'that ai« herein question in respect of, the 
slarcs. Tbiey arfeicompdieil to return for regi- 
stratJOQ in a public office, their names, places of 
abode^ ages, sexes, and colour, and those of their 
c^ildreQ» andmbreoTer the nature of their claims 
to fcecdom*.' Upoii what principle can- it be 
decently denied, that the.same publicity ou^t to 
be given :to the cbodition of the same race of . 
inen,'.when,bekl' in .slavery? If such precautiooa 
site proper to |>rQvent the uDlawful assumption of 
froedotn, surely the unlawful privatioa of it, ought 
not to be guarded, against with less care ; espe* 
ciftlly Asi the latter, is by &r tbe more proteUsle 
mi4chi«fi 

To all objec^iods of this elasii we might also 
oppose the positive advantages which the owners 
of slaves will obtain! by a re^stry, in the greater 
security of th^ir property, and the/acility lof prov- 
jflg»h«ir titles. 

* PrifitedActi of Grenada. No. 51. H. 2* 
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' To ^r cr^iton and incniiibraDcen; the a& 
TftDtage will be still greater. Already the registry 
at Trinidad bas been found, in this respect, to 
produce a very salutary though nnforeBe«n eSefit, 
by bringing to light the true property in A&ves, 
which their owners had bought m others persons' 
namesi with a view to [Mrotect diem from th^ 
creditors, and to withdraw tbem from the estate^ 
whoi the mortgagees should assert their right to 
. the possession. Frauds of that kfaid halve been 
frequent in all the islands, when the tUftet bare 
been mortgaged with the land; witti covemaU 
from the debtor, that all afte('*born and iiew 
purchased slaves shall be snbiect to the same 
incutnbrarice. The mortga^^r in possesstoil bas 
often so managed as to ehide tjiose &greemetits; 
and when compelled at length to resign the estate 
\o the mortgagees, has stripped it of its mest vadns' 
ble slaves. ' To socbi bad practi^, pstniliariy 
tuinoiis to thelseeurity of the creditdrs ^oe ^* 
^(^ion of die- slaie tvtide; a gener&l ngi^t^' 
would be' the most effeotn^ bar. '' 

' The penal andr«lnedial sanctiotis, Wlridt v^ 
provided by the. Orders in Council, forTrWdaJi 
tad which are essential to4he'plini oF'a regfstry, 
have-also been iatifeets of objmtibn; 

To depHve :^e itoatter .^f his pi-operty ia * 
slavey Which h^ oiUts to reglsttn*, has been tb<^s^t 
too harsh. But if such provisions. itHd seveM « 
iinreasoiiBbi«> bovtniwy tJf oWEnglishstato*^ 
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o«^;to be'repittlcd? The NangfUtion, Act, W 
iostBDcei of ths: present reign, wb^ti doessocb: 
boooar to tb« neme of Lord Liverpool, and atl 
tbes6ts for regntering ships which preceded it^ 
most be regarded as oppressive, .Various trouble-' 
some apts, forms and solemnities are jirescriW| by 
these atataleE^! as to 4he regietraiioft of a ship, the 
obtaining a^oecti^cate from the jcustom-boiise, the' 
r9C&tal ^.the ccetificate upon ^n^ subsequent 
transfer, and the offidial correction of it upoBaoy' 
changsB o£ oirQCxsbip or construction : and if these 
acts are not pisi^nied, or these ^lepinities are 
not fully and accurately observed by tb? owners^' 
they 'not only ioise the necessary e.vi4<?nce of their- 
tiUe, bt^t the property itself, if employed ifi.pri- 
vi^gted Briti^ ing^vigatioD, and all the oth^r pro- ' 
ptsmpr^fDond on board, are in most cases forfeited' 
and lost. : 

So the purchaser of an anouity, who gives the' 
flilleit V^lne for it, and nbder the faireot circum- 
ataocesi forfeits the whole, unless he take care to 
ha.ve> it n^gistece4 within a limited^ tioaq, acco.rd* 
iii|;A* Ihe.strict requisitioQi, of the Annuity Act. 
.. Jt ^le itberty.of a!man aad all hi^ posterity, of 
l«as:v!ali>ethaq t^e privileges of a ship, or the ppo-' 
perty bf B. Bpendlhrift ? 

It would be endless to cite the examples of a like 
KyerityitHat;«te:to.fae found in onr Statute books. 
lIVihAt, .for i|isttocti,;are all the important provisions 
of ;th« statute, of firaods, against parol agreements 
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aod truBte, and wiUsDot dulj aAUeted, but so many 
forfeituFes imposed on- those who suffer by the 
avoidance of the jcontract tnist or ieiiBCi because 
tbc:y, or the parties under whom they clum^ 
omitted to perform certain positive aets required 
by, the law? ■ 

The sufficient defease of all such eoaotments, 
is,, that they arc necessary to impoctanfe poUttcal 
or jodiciBl ends ; and that no man can suffer by 
^em, but through a default tbat migbt easily 
hai[« ,been avoided. It is, however, a fuctbefde- 
fence in general, and strictly applicable- to the 
caae.before us, tb^t in precluding the astertiou of 
rights :not legally evidenced, the laiv proceeds on 
a fair. presumption, that they do not really exist. 
The object is not to take away interests justly 
acquired, but to prevent the fraudalent acqui- 
sition, or claim of them to the prejudice of 
others. 

The ship* (or ioEtance, when not duly registered, 
is presumed not to be really intitled to thQ^privi* 
l^s of Britisb navigation in respect of her con- 
strnction and ownership ; but a foreign vessel fcau- 
dulcBtly usurping those privilege- So here, the 
unregistered, pegco.may justly he presumed' not 
to be the property of the asserted' master,- bnt a. 
frea man wrongfully enslaved. 
, The assemblies, df they bring 'forward 6nch ud- 
nasbnahle complaints, mightabo be refnrrad to 
their own acta (ot Eegistecing deeds and wills. ' In 
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most or all the island, this is reqoired to be done; 
and in the Tery troilblesome ahdexpeostve rahde 
^aa.enrolmentt afi lenj^ id apubKc office, n'ithm 
alimited time; and'the penalty ofany'default is the 
loss of the estate granted' or devised y in some cases 
absolutely, and in all so (ta as-the glvingm prefer- 
ence to pufchasers or mortgagfees, daimiog nnder 
a subs^queiAttdtregistered title. These acts also 
extend to sdaves; and tb&t even in colonies iik 
whidislavesjlirc'personal estate^; bo that in trath a 
general registry on the principles here [H-dposed, 
would do littleiniore than proridea clearer speci*- 
£c^ion of the registered propeHy, tmd extend tb* 
same protection to personal ft«edom- which the co- 
lonial laws have given to property; and on the 
same principle, tbat of excluding frauds by pu^* 
licity of title. 

A register act of this kind, it is true, explodes 
that more than bart>arous maxiot, that unprece- 
dented despotism, born of theATricao slave trade 
Mid colonial .legislation, which presumes a man's 
slavery from the colour of his skin ; but at the 
same time, it gives a new and very convenient 
species of evidence to the true master, for the 
proof not only of the servile condition, bat of lus 
.own property in the slave. > ' ' 

If through perverseness or negligence, he' will 
not provide that evidence, in the simple snd 'easy 
#ay prescribed to him by the law, it is just, and 
it is accessary, that be should foe debarred from 
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exeitisibg the rights of sn ttwiuir. tt'ls: iitipos> 
«IUeto.be none tender of tbost rightsi- iqritlbut 
ieaTittgiBextneihe jeap^!4f4^!tlle ^ more vatuift- 
-hie rights 61 free tnen, ■ vim timm comiriiMcd n« 
xldiuiil.atall. ' 

The enfranqbiiement: of nmegktefred' itarMj 
cdnsideeed w> ,^ Ion t^: the c«ntum^)cidii»' df 
negligoDt owder>.etlh' require no^ftirtber .deioAca 
Btit an bbjectioa h^'beta staetcd' to this oou'fm 
on the gtcmrid' of; local poMoyi- ;b hai been pre< 
fended t^at'^tUs clifranchiMtA«M'4tC«lave9by the 
opcrationdf-fcrtgittdr act> would* be dangOToiA 
to tbe peace-' an>d safe^ of the colonies, by itn 
creaslhg to»iii«<(h' the ninnbfrs ofjthe fr«e co- 
Idtrcd-dafltiia'protiortionlette whites. , 

'^mpng the <lfioIs^e answers ^trhich nfay be 
giveii to this objection, that which a wdl infocined 
advoQate pf ths^oor Afneans would be most de- 
«iraufto^'gih'ej. and which might wtlt be ^ingtjr 
^lied 'U^oi^ :it-' t^at the pcditicai prieciple 
aHumedisjads^UyTicrioiis and absiinli Though 
a.siflBuUadepuk'enfranchiaement of tbe wh»I^ or 
any-..lar£:e p^portion of the slaref in anyoolony, 
ibigbt certaialj be attetided- with miioh public 
incpnvcfiisnceand danger, the pn^ressive increase 
of the free coloured peopley in> tit^r- propjorttoa 
to-the wfriteQ onthe one hand/an^COthS' slave* 
on tbe others is- BO iaEfrom-beiAg advoTBet^ tlw 
ptiblic peaceian4 sectirity, that -It ii'in troith tlk 
beU lind flDly^csrtain.way ta maiotaia tfamt 
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Tbifse is.nb point, in; wiw:(t tfee scJf-io^iVBe^ 
ud : prejudiced /«eI)Dg3. o^tl^e. )fhi;e 9pl^{ib> 
aremoce.deoioiKtr«Uy at; w^.>vi^: jqo^unpa^i^ 
and exp6rieDce than in .tbeir .violet a^befcptc^ tOt 
tbe. opposite opinioo. Tbe history o/^ ^be, ,S]}|iv 
nish'coloDies al^ne nc^ight setT^ to c^py^fpe a^y 
thiaking.niwi th!a^ the Lsrge.r proportiop thf^r;; 19 p^ 
that.mi^le class, the safer an island is ti;oni.iJD.-j 
ternal cbjiTiiUloDa and.'£oi;eiga poDqaes|:j as^Wel^ 
•8 the more valuable to theBianufacj^ring 99"t).-l 
try iroiii which it derives its supplies. ^ 

It is absolutely necessary, unless negro lA&very 
iBto.be eternal, that those who Regulate for ths 
BrHish "West Indies should soon come to a right 
ciHMdtision'On this important po,int i to whi(^ end 
no more is wanting than that they should not take 
tiieirictpinionslromthefoolish prejudices andnoisy 
gIsdaouis of a small self-interested colonial mino- 
rity, bat -Irom the clear voice of reason and experi^ 
enoe. > If m«nnniission» are to be still discouraged 
and -restrained by the colonial codes, slavery can 
end.only by temble revolutions, or by dangeroos 
etp^rin^nts at best ; for the only tried, safe, and 
ct^vmieat way to get rid of that odious institu- 
titm,- is progressively to increase the i^iddle cllkst 
byln^idnal enHranohisement, according to the 
exKmpl^ before adverted pp, of other nations and 
tUaea. 

Bat M pt is Qpt cenvenient here to expose in 
ft9aiieqiiate>mBnBer> the false and -preposterous 

■ < K 
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^Rc}* ofkM^iiig dftwntb* it« cotoared fitia- 
tuleb, it inajr lie light ts rapel lU ol^ectiap lot 
UttieA, by another tuuWet', ttkicli mts 6ii a* caa" 
(rotWtM ground. The ih«rtnth:plf tbitBthiis 
Tbfe subject of pretended iacotiT«uteiic» woali 
Aot id Ikct arise. The OdaberaflwgrawiniMw 
etiiea by i register tut, ikrodid M as aaaH ill 
pfi^aiSaa to the whole bWifcli p«tiatMion, iH 
t/ij! htrinMM' of ski|ta c(Hid«ttlA«i Imm fcr <niM 
if i tegister, ii to iat wbtile eommtMlial 
marine. 

" MistM irni not be idch e«8idi«)i Is thtif ttrn 
propMy tis to reftlse or Itttiit io o6ls|rty wid> «h« 
}«j|dsftibils at a t«gi>ter «!i«4iM'tlleJ''sO»<lott 
^ H'Wanie an opeMHit'e law,- anil 'lattlW IMM 
wJirtie the legal edecb hi thcS; ditkeR. 

Hire also experience hu eotiirmA die M|^ 
gdiictas df teiisob. In Trrai^ afh «p))«sMiM 
the Jnost geileral, ktrennons, and tioleht Whs tniM 
ib itli eiceciition of the OnIt<r in CMixiil, <KMa 
the niionient of Its promnlgltidn. "ttit oppa^DM 
Wds oonnteiianbed eVen by persohs In atiChoHty 
there; and A>liny of the brgedt praprteiotfiii VMl 
a greM majority Aflheirbod^ pledge MettijeH^ 
tij>^iitjlic declarations 'totf fantual agr)i«iiie(t)>, 
thiit^tiey «oiitd never tuaife tNe pretctlbKd re- 
turns of fheir slaves %r tbe impose of regiMm' 
tion. Nothing could be more apparently D^4« 
tess <han i ^^B^ril iitftti'plVahces ytst b^r% {he 
ezpiratiafi «f tlie fittie 'A^i UttRM 'By jj^fH 
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4)»>e#» »»4 SfkWS of <le)«;r »ot fowsfSB by, thip 

Il^rif)4 W ejti(|«ef), all Ibe dsfclfUsre cPII)^ie<i, 
hjpflflt koyyo »t (esst ttiW ^py one.svfppr 9f 

#P' )»^ t«/it(^er;ed.,SPH5i»tept!y wi^li the^jeije^ 
nigl^ldtiw.iirfjllvi. %,. »lf|e^ un^^r II sfj^ljij 

4pifres^i.imfef.*>»-^^'W'W':«l4if*WiWiS? 
*!«! «WWJ WwrnBlS^ "f t» WSI«« Md Wf W * 

4#K*H4»pwff»!i« of ft« )%# »«*?■, >tst'!<ter 
«pei) ..« <l»or /or ft»^d)^^s|gt^Hl«4(fJ^ts by ;,w))^ 

very much the self-executing enft^y ,f^^^e jlj^^ 
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log a limited or qualified interest, ar« capable of 
another remedy^ and the remedy odgbt to b4 sodi 
as will Dot prejudice the rights of perAons not in 
possessibii, or incapable of makni^ the retwn. 
The igeneral nature 6f the provisions rAHAt by tfc* 
Trinidad Order for cases of thosti dMenptioiH, 
tias'been already indicated. In them, eiiTAnchis^- 
tineht is no immediate consequence of thedefa< 
yet it must uUlmately be made sneii; if the de&nit 
be not retrieved, vitliin a reasoHahle titne, on the 
^art of the parties interested in remainder or 
Reversion; for otherwise frauds might easily b« 
committed, suWersive of the general object 
These special cases, it most be admitted, 'aif 
Vf^er of delicate and difflcttU treatment; sioce 
m period must be allowed within which the condi^ 
tion of the iinre^istered negro Is equivocal. Hs 
'cannot be iitamediately set free i fi>r that wOQld 
'Tbe to prejudice the partyhaving an interest dt>* 
iinct'from-tl^e estate of the defaulter: but oeiflier 
^ought he'to be left in the possession of the latter; 
'who^' having 'lost the rights and interests, coald 
'hbtinfely'be^mstdd with the powen of a masier; 
'and who, before the slave could be claimed b^ 
'the party next entitled, or enfranichised by bii 
'defftult, might remove'bim,>perbapi,''oat of the 
reach of the la*. ' 

' liiebnly bxpediei&t that contd befonildbythe 
l^ftmers of the Orders M Ctfohdl for Tteiddfi 
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iriw^:tO:^Qec|fid^ p«ne«s\i«'^is ^hMbtfttl > sUte to 
Um- ECpfMili pvoteetioo jHid; keeping, of.the toca) 
.gOTeinuQABt. ' ■'■,'■ ■•■..■■■ - ■ ■■ 

- Iii4^i» iMptfct the proviftiooi of that Utt may 
mdmiti pexbapB, of iropro?tinent j or, perhaps,- 
Uw bMtcoiirat thai can be devised, may be It^le 
toequt^ttbjeoliMi^ FeWx^otgects of legisla^ioq artf 
lo tractable ithat agjood general object caabe-atr 
tallied withoot Maie;par^ inconvienieiiecs ; aod 
bo«r. muGh lett^Ukely is this to be the case with 
the umuritonl and corrupting ioititation of sla* 
very. Lomt which are desigoad to regulate, of 
aven to reform it, -mnst. inevitably be attended 
•rith muiytdifficQltiei^'Wbile they permit the ttata 
in any^lcgree' to ramam. '.In: all such oases we 
raim be contant with «xped-nents: whidhcootain 
>b$ la^eU..pn>MBeiofipFactical good) with tlia 
laait ■ adiaixUife .of , nnavoidablie ifidQaT«nieDao 
and ^defect. 



: Tbe only objection which remains lobeii>ottce4« 
is-tbat which will ' dediftBid the raostf^ation.) 
because, as itfaad^no rvlcvanbyto.theicases of 
-Triitidadj St Laoie, or theilsle of France, it haa- 
not yet beeo practically dv^iwated by hi& Ma- 
jesty's Goremasentv'Bnd 'beckuM also it .affects 
to stand apon gp«and<«£i|Ffe»t\,geiieral ioipop'- 
taiioei.--^tbe'OoMii|JQtl9i)iii Umks'of the juf isdidtion 
«f Pflltliabieat^TQr tha-Brhishcolonies. 
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nerertfaelesc ^BMne « inunaflil jtoAifatiMt*. wholi 
they take post upon sacred principlaj ait4 ug 
likely, if admitted, todiAir «Aer jth^ wuty nis- 
qhievoui rnultp- ■ 

Xiie objeetiojt ia wbtttiDoa i^. tbitt^ adniUiWg 
lfa« propriety and nCfBeuity df .grtiiblipteig ip aU 
•ttrcolmies, a registry fif aUveaj audk oBhas been 
•stal^iafaed iaXrioidod^ii DSghtiiiatAollfi doiBfi bjr 
Actof ParliaawDti baoauK (lumattentuE ragiriaif 
titm wkkiu ih» calQni«8, whiefatJca—tillotioDaJly 
belongs to the colomal kfidatoras aUoe. 

There are some ohatnfiions of die coloniea, 
however, wiio ^bink itjmidmtita take, awrrower 
groaad, and soften this eifockiDQ. iato asattec at 
prudential, rather than oonstttutiooal priaoqda. 
They bold, Asit whetlwrlWliaaaeat ^as i^fe right 
of internal le|?islatlon «r Aot, itfae exccoiae 4>fitisi 
this case would not be expedient. .Xhesana 
persons, also, affect to talk of the imprudence o( 
stirring nice constitutional questions ; and hint, 
^y ^Msieoa to ithe fia» aI the Am^rioan ftexfila* 
tion,.AhiiC;tbef».ia ao HHU.d»nger ofjitHstMtae. 
. TtwiiesC remade .oa >tibeie,oltiftcti0iis i^ ^tiMt iS 
Aeviefcsof Aw anlhoiii aoe ,oar>ect. P\\r\wmrM: 
should AOt .only stop^ but lUun iaw^ ti fori ib«^niMft 
be £ocgotten,ih«t i^ iama.o\^ciiam >WMe <raiM4 
and the s*me mipcvltfnaoaa.esej^ed, fo aveftntW 
■bcditian,ef:theelaBeftr4dk. Xbat JBKMllai»t ju^ 
most popuUr j&eB8lfcre:tra8:i'^reBMteA:ity.4te 
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itne pism>i» W ui Mvntan of the cohsiHutttJaiA 
riglrtsdft)m«4M<Aii4«^ AiM A wrolig t<» which t?t^ 
W»^i4'd«^r Bubnl*. . AMrWUids, indEi&d, Irtlgfi 
m ^MMnil Atiemisfi Act 'hM t>ilis«4, tM 
tktmSniar '^iemlf Mkta Mieir groufla, U^ 

H ikXrild xMteaSia lOitlA <ttt th^f li^sMtM 
Ai^ttyHiMini beuiil iurtisiMi of WeM. It •«»( 
felt that though the slave trade itsia loA' ift 
ll»(i»f;»l>^t»WiMr'1>«-SW4a' ill |<fB«tite, If Air- 
NatteiH'lMliM'U «ra!tWI|!ft«in giving, ilT^t trf 
its own prohibitions a8'''tb'4tlttrltllne ttatfei by 
teMBMJr^gittfiitlMsO* 'Shbl*. 

'Sut #t»biit-priiJU416b'ff6iA'tliotet)ii«es ttfthii 
*j*«lrs, mvi faMyekaiiiiaS lh« tafeHts 6r fll^ 
cd^ecttWi «s«j' aVati Jn (i eonStitutloilM viewi 
aMtMdMOIy/.'ttlt WidS 'to fki^ a qai^tittti <if 
pStiWil jtf«iWWc«. ' ■ 

"»Afi%fic1iWl^ ript'bhhttrMiil IeglslaH«iSihlll» 
iOsMifiriet; "AWiM^ftiehnt to thM politicll Mi- 
HhAv^iUp&Hfm' iii *!/s+i<»'/ as **! deafly jHe*ll 
ii|JiB»«y atglithhife still sxtant; Which our quarrel 
ItlflJ- the Niirlh-Anifetiftatt coloilies prfSdUded. 
Miflr^,(w*i«d, -of lilie'jiiilijvts dhSilipioTO of those 
WWtll<* adflfHWd, 'tlia« s«bh a ri^ht «««« 'Be U 
Wtuin 'lMfepWi<«n«'i iM they, the»#Sfe, ais- 
efehdCil'aiSy prtrfehsiin '.t* 11, mrtilinaepWldehM 

iseif tihk Wsieftea. ■ ■ ' ■ ■ ' "■ ■ ■ 

The exclusive right of the polonies to \nip09i 
tk^M U '(lieiMili^s', mM'<in VclydM'^^^tityrin- 
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ciples, luid wu well mwDtaioed by axgaxaauti 
u well as by anus. But moat of ^ow wiko 8tre> 
nnoDsIy asserted the lattetv were earefol to dis- 
tioguuh it from the fenncr; anil adaidad that 
ioternal legislattoo by Parliailient* acept ,ff>r the 
purpose of raising a revenae, coald not )», ra-' 
tionally questioned. Among those mi tlw iUu»- 
trious Chatham, that detennioed 'flncmy (o .th«. 
American war. 

A slight degree of reflection will M£fic«^A9in: 
the extravagant conseqn«icM tliat. w«nU flow 
from a contrary doctrine. 

The power of giving lawi^ it not merely e^cBtial 
to sovereignty, bat is soTereignty its^tC, - ^he 
lawgiver is in effect the sovereigm JNor - i< 
there any sound difference, ^n this respect, he^ 
tween a general legislative authority, and the ex- 
clusive possession of that which the colonial ad- 
Tocates call internal Icgidatioo; They who can 
alone prescribe the lex locij are the sovereigns of 
the place. The Berlin Decree was the lav; of 
France, though it rdated to maritime commerce 
itod was opposed at sea by tbe irresistible i^vy 
of England. To allow this claim, would be to 
place the sugar islands is the same relation to 
as as Hanover; but with this, to. us, mortuqj^st 
and degrading difference, that we are bpund to 
sustidn and protect, though not allowed to govern^ 
them. 
. Are we told that we may regulate ;their nvn^ 
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gatioD and trade f By what right ; and by what 
means? IF ttieir colonial couBtitutions have given 
to . their assemhHes the sole power of framing 
laws fdt their respective islands, let the excep- 
tions be' shewn of their ports, tbpir dock-yards, 
or their' trade. Let it be shewn abo, how; our 
navigationVr -trade acts are 'or can be enforced, 
withoftt ninfierous -official establishments, an^ 
auxiliary regulations, provided by the same au- 
thority, which are to operate on shore. . 
' Is it'tepHed, that the exception extends to such 
local regulations as are necessary to give effect to 
those la^s } Then there b an. end of the prac-' 
ticalqueRtion. A registry of staves is a regulation, 
and a necessary regulation, to effectuate the Aboli- 
tion Act, which b a law of navigation and trade. 

The claim being liable to such answers in point 
of principle, how stands it as to precedent ? If the 
furliamentary authority in question may fairly 
rest,, like every other constitutional, rule, upon 
ancient, continued, and unquestioned practice, th^ 
case is not . less clear on . this ground, than on 
the principles of reason and justice. 

From the first settlement of our colonies, Par- 
iJEunent.has, not ceased to exercise a general ju- 
risdiction over them ; and thb without opposition 
or.coniplaint. Until the practice was extended 
to the invidious and dangerous purpose of direct 
taxation, no objection. was ever made, or none so 
"^ 
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attdibleW to bare reached the ear irf" historiaiu: 
Many itisUaces of the practice might be poised 
out which were erw solicited by the coloniefl 
thenrieWes. 

To eniitnerate the varSdns acts of Parliament 
which hare been passed 'at difierent periods, le- 
gislatiog for his Majesty'ft colonies in America 
and the West Indies, for parpo«es both exteriul 
and internal, #dnld be atery tedious work; but 
the reader may be requested to open the voltimet 
of oar 'Statutes, from the Restoration downwards, 
to examine their indexes nnder the tides, Cblomes 
and Plantations, and to find, if he can, a single 
book in which precedents of the practice in ques- 
tion do not occur. Yet numeroos are the in- 
stances in which acts expressly extending to the 
colonies, are not to be found by such a summary 
mode of research. It has been common to extend 
the operation of an act to his Majesty's colonies 
and plantations in America, by a clau^, which, 
not being noticed in the title of the act, has 
escaped the observation of the editors of the 
Statutes at large. 

- It is no 'objection iio say that tH&Se acts were 
chiefly made to regulate the external trade and 
navigation of the colonies. Such have certainly 
been the purposes which hare most commonly 
invited the exercise c^ the jurisdiction in question. 
I^tiament, erroneously and most nnfortunatdy 
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thought, thiU matters of isterior jarUpcadeDce, 
•ffd. police, in general, m^^fat be safely left. io 
local and sabordiaate legislatures. 

If aneh ill-judged abstinence' had been inrari- 
able, and had now beconte an obligatory rnle-j 
if the right of the supteme legislature could be 
lost by disuse; still it would not arail the.objector 
in the case before us; because, for the purpose of 
enforcing exterior commercial rertrictions, at 
least, Parliunent has always copiouly exiercised 
its right of legislation, as well within the colonies 
as. without; and such is the object of the registry 
in question. ! i , ^ . 

There are not wanting^ however, iiia»y isstancffli 
of statutes which hare altered or introduced rulei 
of laip within the colonies, in matleni not at all 
of a maritime nature, and where there Was no 
piur|i|OBe of either restraining or regulating trade*. 

* Sodb is the aUtute 6th Geo. II. cap. 7, twbre re&tT«4 to, 
which, besides the sulyecting lands, and tenements, and slaves to 
be sold by executions, and making tfaem assets for the satis* 
iastion of simple contnct debt% obliges the colonial courts t9 
receive endeace of debts not admissible , by the lawp of tUs 
oouBtty, Nobwiiofivairefreqnentiuieiii theWcstlndies; ;et 
Mr. Bryan Edivtrds, the champioa of the assenbliei, when he 
obtetned, in 1707, a repeal of a particular claose of this act, 
did not complain of, but by plain implication admitted, th« 
authority of the rest 

Such also ue the stabites, SB Geo. JI, eap> 0, which ex- 
totded to the colonies, the prorisioa for proTing wills attested 
by interested witneisei; liGeo.II.'Cap, 37, prohibiting ttoDk 
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. ,It would, to be sure, be a strange boundary 
line c^ constitutional legislation by the supreme 
power, tliat should divide its lawful from its nn- 
liftwfnl exercise, by the nature of the sul^ect ; 
ftud yet onr objector must contend for this, aod 
more. As the Abolition Act is of a commercial 
nature, he most also deny the 6tnes9 or necessity 
of a registry to give effect to that law, and mttst 
maintain- that the* poirer of ParliamAit is circum- 
scribed not only by the nature of the' object; but 
by the snitaUeness or necessity of the' means. 

Subordinate authority, thoagh of a legislative 
nature, may be so limited; as in the case of 
corporation bye-laws ; bot who is to decide, in' 
thb ciae of the Parliament, whether it exceeds the 
limits of itsjurisdictioa'? Are the cbnits of law 
in the colonies to adjudge that a BritBh statute 
is not binding in respect of its subject, or its prac- 
tical means, when the King, Lords, and Commons, 
have held the reverse? Or, supposing ah appeal, 
IS the KtDg in his Privy Council to reverse that 

aiibscriptions, transfers, &c. there ; the 12tli Geo. III. 'cap. 2fl, 
wliiofa provides for 'the' case of persons sfaridiRgmute upon 
Mtaignm^t in the cntninal contti of tfar coldni^; the ISA 
Geo. III. cap, I<), wbkh enablea alieni to lend money on leaf 
estates there, and regulates the mode of enforcing their mort- 
gage? in the colonial courts; the i4thGeo. Ill.cap, TO, vhich 
gives validity to mortgages of estates there, th6ugh' made in 
England, at' more than our legal interest, and which eiprewlj 
directs the registration of su6h nwrt^ges within the' cofoniei ; 
with other acta that^ might be add^; - ■■ f • 
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rule, which, w one of the co<estates iq Fariia- 
ment, he has ooncarred in ordainiag ? 
. These difficulties were 'softenedj if not solved, 
in the case of taxation, by a distinction drawn 
from the anomalous nature of a tax act, and ftom 
the first priuciples of onr free constitution. " Tax- 
ation" (argued Lord Chatham) "is no part of 
the governing or legidative power. Taxes are a 
voluntary gifV and grant of the Commons alone. 
%n legislation, the three estates of the realm, are 
alike concerned; but the concurrence of tbe 
Peers, and the Crown, to a tax. Is only, necessary 
to clothe it in tbe form of a law. The gift and 
jgraat'is'of the'Commons alonei" . , 
. ■ If tins be hot qnite ssOisfactory, hofr .much less 
so, the distinction between ui'act of ParFiament 
which compels the registering of a ship built in 
tbe colonier, and an act of Parliament which 
compels the registering of a negro born there; 
between the declaring that African^ shall not be 
bought or held in slavery within a West- India 
island, and providing a mean there to enforce 
the prohibition? 

Seine of the many precedents which never 
were the subjects of complaint, approach closely 
to the speci6c purpose of a registry of slaves. 
In point of analogy they cannot well be 
dofcer. . : . . 

A naval officer, for instance, has been consti- 
tute taeyeryjisland, to fusi^tfiiid cheplc thego- 
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vcrnors and colonial cnstom-hooseB in execntibg 
the laws of Dinigataon and tiiade!*. The wholt 
system lUmost, of 6ical police, ai admmiatcred in 
port or on shore by officers of the cnstoais in 
England, has been extended to the colonies by 
scat. 7 and 8. Will. III. cap. £fl, f 6, and other 
more modern statutes. Stronger still, special 
jurisdictions have been constituted there, nn- 
known to English law, and sabiersive <^dw trial 
by jnry, in all cases of seizoces under these aiti- 
tntes. To sarmoant those dignities in their 
execotimi* whidi restrictionK offensive to popnlar 
feelings, and adverse to local interests, could not 
fail to meet, means of that extraordinary kind 
have been devised and fDllewed up from the 8th 
y«ar of William III., to the present perickl. The 
Abc4ition Acts 46 Geo. HI. cap. ^, $ 17. and 
47 Geo. Ill, cap. 363 §; 13^ pdnued in this fe- 
spect, but did not exceed, the strong precantions 
of very namerous former, statutes, many of them 
passed in the ipreseot retgn^ ahd subsequent to 
the' American Var. , ; . 

Why the establishment of vice^admiralty reve> 
nue courts, should be taeiUy acquiesced itt, and 
the inoSenivB: measure ; of a vegoti-yi when di- 
rected to the: same eni^ ahjected ;to, caniiot be 
easily expLaia«l) except on the true hypothesis 
that the end is extremely disliked, and the.TCi^ 
try known: tb he the only effe&tpalnieab. 
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Sinee principle and practice, both thus clearly 
nipport the legislative authority in question, vthUt 
objection to it, on legal or constUutioDal ground, 
can remain to be answered ? 

We are aware bat of one ; and that is an ob- 
jection resting upon a ipictn^p as to historical 
&ct,' which a reference to the statute-book will 
remove? 

Some persons, when told that such a doubt 
baa been raised^ have iiiclined for a moment 
to adopt it, from an imperfect recollection 
of the grounds of the * American quarreU and 
of the concessions that were fruitlessly made, on 
the part of Great Britain.. " Did wt not," such 
persons have asked, " assert a general legislative 
an^ority over the colonies, add did we not after- 
W£irds expressly renounce it?" - 
' To' answer that qnestion satisfactorily, and to 
put all dbQbts on this score for ever at rest, it 
may be' proper to state all that Parliament' has 
ever done, or declared in the abstract, on this 
Constitutional question. 

The assemblies having taken npon them, prior 
to the 7th and 8th Will. III. Cap. 9S, to pass certain 
acts militating against the provisions of our navi- 
gation and trade laws, it was^ by the 9th section 
of that statute enactetT and decl&red, that /'all 
ls#8; bye>laws,' nsage^ of- customs, in any of 
the plantittions, against the provisions of this 
or any "ottier act of Kirliament made, or to he 
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hereafter iiiade« so far as snch acts shall relate to 
and meotion the said plaatatio^ are illegal, 
null and void* to all intents and purposes wbat? 
soever." 

Thus the- law stood, in point of express gcjneral 
rule, and thus it was invariably held and acted 
upon, till the Stamp Act, and other tax-bilU, bad. 
given rise to the dispute with the Nortb^Ameri- 
cao colonies. The controversy then turned, as 
has been already observed, not on the general 
right of parliamentary legislation, but on that <^ 
imposing taxes i uid so the act next mentioned in 
its preamble recites. But Parliament, thinking it 
best to maintain the particuhtr, as a branch of 
the general right, passed as a pledge of its firm- 
ness the general Declaratory Act (6. Geo. III. 
cap. 18), asserting, that " the King's Majesty, by. 
and with the advice and consent of the Lords 
spiritual .and temporal, and Commons of Great 
Britain in Parliament assembled, had, hath, and 
of right ought to have, full power and authority 
to make taws and statutes of sufficient force and 
validity to bind the colonies and people of Ame< 
rica, subjects-of the Crown of Great Britiuni in 
ail cases tokatsococr." 

Iq consequence of the events' of war, between 
the passing of this act, and the y^ar 1778, it was 
thought necessary, for the sake of c^ociliatioDj 
to recede from, or at least partially 4o qualify, 
tins assertion of legislative authority. The Act 
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18 Geo. nr. cap. 19, was therdTore Raised; whi6lh,' 
without repealing the. Declaratory Act,'enact5 of' 
pTomMCs; ** that; t^er the passing of this act, the 
King and Parliament of Great Britain Wifl not im- 
pose any duty, tax, or assessment whatever, pay- 
aBIe In any of his' Majesty's colonies, provinces,' 
and plantations in Korth America or the Wett 
Indies; except only such duties as it may b^ 
expedient to impose for the regulation of cotn- 
merce: the net_produce of such duties to be 
always paid and applied to and for the use of 
the colony; province^ or plantation' in- which 
the same' shall be' reipfeciively levied;' in- such' 
roanher as otYtei* dutii^' collected bythe authority ' 
of the respective general courts, or general assem- ' 
blies ofsU^b cololiies,' provinces, or plantations, 
al-^ ofdihafiTy'' piid awd applied.'* This Act also, 
in'ity'iireamblc,recrte8 the right of taxation by" 
Parifcnietit fts-the'ctify subject i a dispute. 

UnfoHnnaUly, -this- concession was inefi^ctual; '' 
not, however, because it was. too sparing, biit be"' 
caoE^ it c^f^e too'lat^ 'to have the desired effect 
In ■America.'the'rEptfbfifeah'pariy and thefriends' 
of Frentih connection Had prevailed ; dnd if Par- 
Itatnent had in th^t act renounced the right' of 
ninking- lawsr to' bind i\xk colonics ift any case 
•*h4t6ver', that vlrtiibl 'iJ>dicattoti of sbvereignty 
over them would not have averted''thelr express' 
alid o{>eh itideftendence. ■ ■ - 

Af^i the stat^ent of these Atits from' th^sta- 
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tute book^ it may be ihovg^U perhaps, -that all 
our fotmer reasoqing. was wperfluous. The eight 
in question, far from haviog beea shaken by aojr 
parliamentary coDcessipD, as some persons have 
erroneously supposed, has been perseveringly 
asserted and maintained by Parliament* evea 
undev circumstances of the greatest difficulty, by 
its express and repeated declarations, as well aS' 
1>y its uniform practice. 



The political prudence of now adapting, the 
proposed measuFe by Act. of Parliament, -is the 
only remaining point which we proposed to con- 
sider. 

It having been shewn that a registry of slaves is 
the necessary mean of giving effect t» the aboli- 
tion of the slave trade, ought Parliament imme- 
diately to exercise that rightwhich it clearly pos^ 
sesses, by establishing such a registry in all our 
colonies ? 

SJB^ the measure is. proper in itself, the oi^ly 
q^uestiop c^n b^ by wh^t authority, it ougl^t to be. 
effected. >And<astJ[ie King, has no authority-jto- 
enact laws for coloni^ in which representative, 
legislative assemblies, e^ist. Parliament must 
•ither do the w(>rk. jtself).or^jeaye it to the colo- 
nial assemblies. 

To the latter course, there ^e .many .decisive 
objections; and among them^thedisposiiioaw^tch 
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has been shevm to prcTail in those petty bodies. 
and'with the planters who elect them. Tlie work,' 
if left to them, certainly will not be done. Ilie 
Crown may recommend ; bat we have seen that its 
reco'm mentations are fraftless. Parliament may 
express its wishes by addresses, or in any other 
way short of actaal enactment; and that wish will, 
as before, be treated ^with contempt. ' ■ 

Should the fear of the mother country faking 
the work into her own hands, now produce a less 
openly contumacious spirit than before, the friiit 
would "be no better than ostensible and impotent 
laws. Regis tries woutd be established perhaps ; 
but on such a defective plan, and with such iflade- 
i]uate legal sanctions, that the'dfesired ^e'ct woQld 
be lost, and the system itself wiauTd be brought 
into discredit; nay, would 'be made perhaps a 
cover for those very frauds which" it was designed 
to prevent. Besides, the ButhorKy'fliat makes'the 
law can repeal it. If a registry were established 
by act of assembly, the ca4t)nists might naturally 
therefore expect from' their own representatives^ 
someTature .Suspensions orrelaxations of1ts rules ; 
and we'^are shewn how essential it istftat a l^w to 
preclude the HNcit importation of slaves, should 
be regarded as one of sure and perpetual force. 

The assenlbli^s, iii 'Aie next place, are not only 
tcnnc to the work, but anequal to it. 

If; after the remarks that have beeu here offered, 
a favourftble disposition cohld be ' supposed in 
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thoBie bodi^ tbek powtUDeo^, afid the whiu 
colonists, in general, would not suffer them to act 
jopvD it. Tbey. arq not indepepdeat enough of 
the yoice of the little spcieties for which they re- 
spectively legialftte^ to adopt, with safety to th^r 
seats, ^r e^en without danger to their persons 
pier^aps, ahigUy, unpopular law. 

Another ca^e of their impotence is still clearert 
snd npight be sipg^ ^^cisire, The separate co- 
lonial leg^latuce? want that comprehensive juris* 
diction, whic^ is oecespary to give full effect to 
%he proposed registry, as a general system. 

Each of those bodies can ipfke laws for the 
ccJouy only oyer which, it presides: an act of 
prenada faas no force ia Moutserrat, nor an act of 
St. Kitta in Jamaica. We have now Ibirtpen dif* 
^rent colonies in . the A^ei( Indies^ ini^ading the 
^rpiud^ i);hichh«re their separ^e representa- 
tive asseipbli^ ^od couno^s, forcing, with the 
governor, their interior l^id^tures^ an,d in each 
of these colonies, the 9Cta of the other twelve ar^ 
as impotent at. the laws of ^ranc^. 

How incompatible wopld this be with the per- 
JTcctionof the plan in question, ^ven in a singly 
colony, mifch more with it^ nAiformity in all 1 

The legislature ofTtj^yiSt for instance, hayii^ no 
power to ordain iha^ the s1a,v^ ip the ne^hbonr: 
ing islands ofpt, ]^t8, ]Jsl9pJ^''r(it» or Anttigoa^ 
shall be registefeif accy^iqg .^i rules adopted by 
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•oi b6 Cnwdulentix pat on tbs nsgistefs of those 
nlai)di) .fcp b« tnuitferxed hy exportation to its 
own^ Nor coutd it, on the other hand, declare^ 
4b[0 negraes* denred out as slaVes ftom either of 
tb»se islandfi, shall not be imported into Nnrig; 
British atatotes, as ifdl as royal instraetioQs, must 
be repe^ed. befane pre<Auttons like that covid be 
taken, by one coloi^ diapoced to adopt the ret 
gistering eyttom, against it? fraudulent evasion 
tfarough.impqrtiitionB from, other British colonfesj 
if they ahould choose to rejet^ it» or- to adopt it 
in ani insecure or evasiTe mode. 

Stiti less oottld the remedies be extended into 
Mother jariBdiction. A St Vincents register act 
could 'noti appoint that an, offence against itself 
fnight bft punished in the counts of Grenada, If 
the ofieodcr wcreifuind in that island; or that a 
negro en&aii«h|«ed in con^queace ■ of non-regis* 
tratioB iuStVincenta, should be free if carried 
to Daaiiiioa. 

. In these. Mid other views, there would be a 
natural repugaaace in ^very island to take the 
lead in the! measure proposed i lest the- rest should 
aot £aUow tbeexampte, or not with equal eSect. 
VoT, 19 .that case,, the good conse^juences to the ' 
refocming colony would be greatly impaired; 
while the iaconvenienees wottkl be senonsly -f^lt. 
isluds tht^ continaed to act dn the eld system, 
would, have very unfiiir adtantages orer those 
fvhieb faad elu:hial)ged'it-io^the new. 
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Let it be mppottd ewea that all tb« British 

colonics were duposed to regirter their slavin, and 
to do it simultaneooslf ; still th«»e difficylties 
woQld be fdt ; for what pledge could they give 
to each other that^ suoh onanimity- c^ iotentfM 
exiated, aad wonid preduoea-practical aniformit/ 
ID tfaeir: respective laws ? What coogress ooaM 
foria a treafy' between fehna for that 'purposed 
What power could guarantee its execotion i 

Nor would ibe dlffioolty endbere. If a per- 
iect oniformity of laws could be assared td them> 
and actually obtained ; if the order in oounoil 
for Trinidad were enacted iotidem verbis in erery 
British colony; still a mutuallity of rights aott 
remedies under their re«pectiFe register acts, and 
a co-operation of their courts to enforce them, 
could not.be derived from the aetsof their srepa- 
rate^and miltuaUy independent l^islatures. The 
corr^pondence of their respective laws- wonld not 
obviate the practical objections before stated, so 
as to make an offence against the register act- of 
mp island punishable by the courts of.ano^er. - 
JBesides, to make (he system efieotual and com^ 
jilete, offenoes must be conrtituted, remedies 
gixe^, and establ-uhments formed, beyond the 
local limits of all those insular jurisdictions. . 
KTone of them, for instance, has a rig^ to deckre 
that negroes .shall not be carrted.on the high sws 
as^laves, tboMgh brought from aBritjsh,ieland, un^ 
less they shall first have, beefidi^ly tegitt&c«d tbri<^ 
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aod cleared oot on the registirar's «ettifioat6 ; ii>rta'' 
enact,ihat, if so carried inaBrittsh$hip,8besball be 
liable to 8ei2Qre at sea. Yet who can doabt, that,: 
supposing the registering systeni universal, this 
would be a proper provision ? ' : 

Again: a general public registry for colonial 
staves to be kept in a public office i in Etkg- 
\a,nd, \i$b been sliewu tp be an essential part of 
the plan. Without it, British mortgagees and 
creditors, or purchasers, would not be perfebt- 
ly safe^ But.it is obvious that Parliament alone: 
can create and regulate such an establishmeot. 
here. In the. case of Trinidaidi the want of it 
t>a6 been imperfectly supplied by directions Jbr 
keeping the duplicate registry iu.tbe oflice of' 
the Secretary of State; but no such expedient, 
imperfect and inconvenient as it is, can be formed : 
by a. colonial assenattty, ^bose mandate- the Secre- 
tary of Slate cannot leeognize, and is not bound: 
to obey. 

Auxiliary regulations, also, of decisive iufluence,- 
which might be easily graded on such an esta-: 
bUshment, and which ought to malce: pact of the> 
system; can be ordaiued by Parlismtot alone. '■ 

A more effectual mean, perbi^M, than any othefp 
of securing obedience to a roister act, would'' 
bfi. to prohibit the lending money, by persona 
resident in th& United Kingdom, op the security 
of We^-lndia estate and slaves, uolen the Ifftber 
shidl appear by returns to tbe English offio* to 
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liairebeeAdalyregisteivd. To this meaauTe the a>- 
sMbblies tHemselveftwiU bafcHy object ai exceeding 
tbe Jkii< dxef cite of (lie authoritj of Parliament. 

Without any further examples, it will be abnn- 
dantly clear that the limited local estent of the 
dalooial jurisdictions would alone ioAe the as- 
semblies unfit instraniieDts of the work in qoes- 
tloi^ were they ever so willing, and in other re* 
speots aUe, to perform it. 

The legislatorei of the Leeward Islands hare 
tfaemselves admitted this species of unfitness, and 
attempted a partial remedy for it, in a case rda- 
tive to ibe same si^jeet with the present 

When> in the yeair 1798, they wefe called on to 
Meliorate the oontKtionof their sitives, arid aflfbct* 
ed to listen to the eatl, they all, being fife in nuiii* 
ber, represented te^ their cotnmon governor the 
expediency or necessity of having, in silCh a cbsii 
a> uniformity or identity of hiws; and're4u^ted, 
that, for this end, a general couDcil and asseitibly 
of' all th& reepeoti'vd islands miglttbe'cotivened at 
Sti Christophers, though tiiere had been nO prece- 
dent of such a measure Biace their separation into 
dif[er«rtlIeg«lativeb6diA,<Bb«ut aN^ntury before. 
TUsak* extraoi^inopy general legislature ufaM ac- 
obbdiwgly con:Ttehed;and pEU^seA an act for the' 
protection and prflsenration' of da**.' Its ^rd- 
vi^ons; indeed, were-fer the n^t^ Ijsirt'iilbstfry ;' 
but this oftnuotimpeodi the priricrpte of ' th<* ex^ 
tHordai»ry< convbcMfon> lt8»Ui Now, th^ saihr 
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principle evidently would hive led ' to 'the cott- 
Toking a colonial legislature competent to make 
laws for all the British West-Indta Tnlends collec- 
tively, had that been possible. But no such legi* 
datnre having ever existed* and the comprehen- 
sive power of Parliament alone being competent 
to hind them all> the same reasons of convenience 
plainly call for the exercise of that powfer in the 
case before us. 

The principle here indeed applies with niuch 
greater force; for in the ciase of the Leeward 
Islands, convenience alone, not necessity, demand- 
ed the legislative union. There was nothing' in 
the proposed work that required the hand of: a 
legislature competent to r^ulate the mutiial 
iotercourae of the colonies with each other, 
to give powiers of seizure at sea; or to create 
^tabllsfaments for any auxiliary - purpose in 
England. 

~ This last argument, for the expediency of Par- 
liamentary interposition, would be strong enough 
to support even the co^istitiitional right, if, after 
what lias been already offered, any doubt cdnld. 
possibly remain on that point When a legal 
question arises between two colonies, which :oan 
be determined by the Coarts of neither, asiina 
dispute about boundaries, the King in Council 
exercises an original jurisdiction, though from 
the constitution and practice of thiit Court very 
Q 
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iacommiieiit. merely beeavse there if no othet 
lesorl*. 

ButifitbeaB(»o[idconsitutioaalmaxiin,thattfa0r« 
mntt always reside sotnewheFe a judicial jims* 
diction^ the same may be affinned of thelegislatire. 
A want of power, therefore, in the assemblies 
would serve to demonttrate the constitalioiud 
power of Parliament. 

But resting the right upon the other and irrefra* 
gable reasons that have been offered, we have 
here at least a contideratton of expedteacy^ which 
it will be impossible to repel. It cannot be denied 
that the registry may be made mnch more effeo 
tual by the mauis which hare been already 
indicated, or that uniformity and mutuality in 
onr colonial iaititntions on this subject are 
higtiy desirable, if not indispensably necessary} 
and thete are detiderata which Parliament only 
can snpply. 

It if, perhaps, superfluous to add, as a further 
ftoUsidemtiant the great inconrenimces that woniU 
probably flow from dday; and.the length of time 
that most eli^>se before it would be possible to 
bhtaiQ the concurrence smd co>operation of thir* 
feem different colonies. It is at this: momenf) 
when peaoe and the revival of for^gn slore trade 
make illicit importatioD &r more ea^ diu 
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JMbre* that a regiftcr act m most urgently 
waated, in order to secure the effect, to obtain th« . 
benefits, and demonstrate the sincerity* of our 
own reformation. 

Nor is it less necessary to prevent reasonabl* 
discmtent in onr newly-acquired colonies. The- 
registries of Trinidad, St. Lucie, and the Isle i^ 
France, will become fruitless of any good conse- 
quencesy unless we either establiati similar insti- 
tutions m the other British colonies, or prohibit th« 
carrying of slaves from the latter to either of tJi« 
former; a restriction which wonld be disadvan* 
tageons and unjust to the islands where reg^ries 
are established by the Crown. In other, and int^ 
portant respects, the distinction would ' he inju' 
rtona, as well as invidronsr to those new co3onie»j^ 
and it is not too much to aay,. that,' nnlesB thO' 
system be now made general, the Orders ia- 
Council for registering slaves in the ceded French 
islands, at least, ought to be repealed. FoV alt' 
these reasons, the expediency of an immediate 
parliamentary interposition is not less apparent 
than the constitutional right. 



The task we proposed to ourselves is now fally, 
though feebly, accomplished. A geoentl registry 
ef the slaves in the Britisli colonies^ has bdeo 
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sliewn to be necessary to the gaarding them from 
m contraband stave trade; to the maintenance 
of their agriculture by innocent means ; and 
to the preservation of the interesting hope that 
Uieir opprobrious slavery vriW be henceforth 
aa mitigated in practice, as to prepare the means 
of its future extinction. It has been farther 
shewn, that this measure is clearly within the 
coiistitntibnal authority of Parliament; that it may 
most conveniently be taken by that anthority; 
and that it neither will, nor effectually can, pro- 
ceed from any other. 

The question is not, By whom shall the law be 
pvsed? but. Shall the measure be adopted at all? 
Will you make it impossible that men shall 
\te held in bondage, under the British Crown, 
contrary to law ? Or shall man-stealers be en- 
<Kiuraged to pursue their felonious and inhuman 
(^rimes;^ by the facility of holding their victims, 
when brought into our colonies^ in perpetual and 
hereditary slavery ? 

Surely it..is enough, after these observations, to 
appeal to principles oa which all British subjects are 
now happily agreed ; to the same moral principles 
upon which this country, to its immortal honour, 
hasabotishedtheslave trade; and which wehaveso 
generously laboured to inculcate on other nations. 
A registry- of slaves is in truth a plain, practical 
corollary from the abolition- In ■ limiting the 
lawful sources of slavery to existing titles and 
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ibeiT hereditary fruits, we virtually bound ottf- 
selres to take care that tbk limitatioa shall b« 
effectual within all the British dominioils.' We 
taay not be able to obtain the same moral reel 
formation in foi^ign territories; but it would be 
opprobrious not tosecure itin our own. Asphilai^ 
thropists, we must deplore the dontiauance of the 
slave trade by other countries; but as moralists, 
it should cost us as much deeper regret, if even a 
small number of unfortunate Africans were oar^ 
ried into slavery by British subjectSi and keptliu 
bondage for lif^ withiu .the dominions of his Map 
jesty, through m^eans which we had. the pow«r.to 
exclude. / . 

Hwnaaity» &Uo>. would soon have reason: 
to regard the latter mischief, with more ooucero 
than the former. If a general registry ba 
not speedily established, the abolition will be 
fatally prejudiced in the eyes of foreign powers, 
wbo will carefully watch the effect of the 
experiment we have made. The existing stock, 
of slaves in our islands, instead of being kept 
up and increased by natural means, through a 
meliorated treatment, will, by perseverance in 
former habits on the part of their masters, be 
rapidly reduced; unless smuggling on a large scale 
should supply the want of legal importations. In 
the one case, our new system will be discredited 
by the ruin of our colonial agriculture; in the 
other case, by the inefficiency of our laws. In 
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eitber c»e* forMgn gQrenttuXLi* wiU be ddterred 
from f6i\aming our «xampt#. - They will aacrib* 
tb« failure not to the defect d our means, 
bat to the impracticability of onr object; aaid 
ibe Britiih Abolition, instead of deliroisg Africa 
from the slare trade^ may ralber tend to make 
its ra*age» eternal. 

Let the system, then, that has been wis^y 
began by his Majesty's Government, be immedi- 
ately followed up by Parliament. It is due to 
half a million of human beings, wbose bondage 
we are bound to alleviate: it is due even 4o tbos» 
benevolent masters who may otherwise possess Cbe 
willj without the power, to reform existing abases : 
'it is due to Africa, which has so deep an interest 
in the credit of the British Abolition : and, abov« 
all, we owe it to ourselves i to those high princi" 
pies of public conduct which have exalt^ oa 
among the nations of the earthy and recommend- 
ed nsr as we may humbly hope, to the peotectioQ 
«id favour of Heaven. 
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